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McGill Department of English Drama Theatre Program 

Presents 

Created by 
Three Seven Five 



The Daily has a 
limited number 
of tickets for this 
show. Come to 
Shatner B*07. 
First Come, Firsti 
Served!. 






directed by 

Myma wyatt Selldrk 

costume design by: 
Catherine Bradley 
Répétitrice: 

Annick Brisindi 
Set/sound design by: 
Spike Lyne 
lighting design by: 

Keith Roche 
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A Streetcar 





3702 St-Laurent 




n. JUCCltdl 

runs Wednesday through Saturday 

at 8:00PM 
February 9-12 & 16-19, 2000 



Preview Tuesday, February 8 

Movse Hall 

SBSk&E&fe 

tickets 
regular $12 

ctiinpnt ct»nmr Çn 



student, senior $u 
groups $8/$5 

For reservations call the Ticket Hodine 398-6070 
Contact SinaTroiano (514) 398-655 9/ Ria Rombough (514) 398-6556 



& CoKe 

2 for $5.50 

gin & Tonic 

2 for $6.00 

SHOOters $2.50 each or 5 for $10.00 
Tequila * Whiskey * Peach schnapps 
kamikaze * windex ♦ juicy pussy 

B jagetmeiste M^ oldschlager 



3102-3104 haul. St-laurent 044-6211 



JUST MOVED 




Cr/nr rr/tt/ wit'/ rttr ttrtr/y t/tity/trt/ A/tt/c/t 

^ r/t . y/irr/irrc/’f/ J-ra/i/ir .,/ftnttrr fCo/tirr/ 

coiffure 

•V tf .VŸsrtt/ Merr/ 

••rvirvg students ones IBM 

OPENING SPECIAL 
STUDENT HER & HIM 

CUT $20* tax indu. 



Schwarzkqjf* 

f toi t \ \ I O n a I 

Wf I l«F SrwrfB.vrpr Pooo r 



1 0% off all other hair 
services 

s ’special valid Feb 3 to Mar 31/00 



225 SHERBROOKE WEST @842-8672 



Alls 1.* Association 
f ndcruradualc Étudiante dc la 
Suciet) of Facilite des Arts de 
.McGill I'nlvcrslt) I’t nnmlir McGill 



Learn about careers in Arts and Communications! 

Sponsored by Global Television and Les Editions Septembre 



Tuesday, Feb. 8, 10am to 4pm 
Discussion Panel at 12 noon. 

Shatner Ballroom, 3480 McTavish 

Check for participants on www.mcgill.ca/stuserv/caps 
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All WELCOME! 
s-AïuKDA-y’muim'Kÿ sfti 
PME M(>A lx >:\ ' ‘MUSE 
3650 AlcP.MlS'JI / >■ fenfidiO 

9 p.m.- 1:50a.m. 



1U 



Amnesty International 

McGill 

present; 

No Exceptions! 



Coujererice 




LOOKING FOR NHL 
HOCKEY TICKETS 
Feb 19 th 

Toronto vs. Montreal 

Will pay cash! 

Discret ion assured l 

Call Joe 766 0298 
or page: 480 0624 



SIENA SUMMER MUSIC 
INSTITUTE (Florence) f* 
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Culture, language, travel, 
concerts, Credit/non-credit.' 

Rome, Venice, 3 days in 
Switzerland. Students, Grads, 
Professionals; July 1 7 to August 1 9, 2000 
Cost $1 ,885 U.S. Special low cost 
charter flight; Write/call: 203-754-5741 
SESSI0NE SENESE PER LA MUSICA/ARTE 
Director, 595 Prospect Road, 
Waterbury, CT 06706 
website: www.sienamusic.org 



I OPTOMETRIST I 

Students are covered for eye exam and 
get S75 coverage toward eye glasses or 
contacts with their Health Insurance. 



■Eye Exam Eye Glasses 
Contact Lenses 

Immediately available on most prescriptions 

•“40% off on all frames. " 

Valid with mis ad 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
„ 1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 

/> (turner Guy) 



933-8700 











McGill Pushes for More 
CEGEP and Francophone Students 

Critics call open house an effort to curry favour with the provincial government 



by Jon Bricker 

I n the competitive market to recruit 
new students, McGill stands to fall 
Behind if it doesn't start tapping 
Quebc's pool of francophone and CEGEP 
students, administrators say. 

The university will invide Quel tec stu- 
dents to an orientation session to be held 
next Sunday, February 13, says Vice- 
Principal Academic Luc Vinet. • 

But some critics call the session an 
attempt by the university to lower admis- 
sion standards in order to curry favour 
with the provincial government, while 
others wonder whether McGill really cares 
altout admitting Quebec students at all 
"The market for students is becoming 
more and more competitive," said Vinet. 
"In the current market, if we stand still, 
we re likely to fall behind." 

"We need to be there looking to 
attract more people, especially with 
respect to CEGEP stu- 
dents and > 

Francophone stu- gf 
dents." he added. 

Vinet |H)inted to a i i • 

recent effort at other lOOKIfl^ 

Quebec schools to p_ n p_j„ 

recruit non-Quebec ' C 
Canadians and inter- StudGPI 

national students, 
markets in which ■ 

McGill has typically 
enjoyed an advantage. 

Now, according to Vinet, for McGill to 
keep bringing in top students and 
sought-after tuition dollars, McGill has 
to lie inward-looking with its recruitment 
effort. 

lie pointed to what he calls adminis- 
tration's target student makeup - 30 |ier 
cent Québécois, and about one quarter 



francophone. But last year saw a drop in 
applications from Quebec students, and 
while Vinet says McGill still meets its tar- 
get, more needs to be done. 

But Jesse Rickard questions the 
motives behind the recruitment push 
and next Sunday's open house. Rickard 
is part of Students for a Better McGill, a 
campus group that calls for the elimina- 
tion of policies like differential tuition 
and admissions quotas. 

"McGill is trying to recruit francoph- 
one students w ho aren't necessarily qual- 
ified and standards are continually 
declining," Rickard said. 

lie points to the 30 per cent quota, 
which lie says has the university lowering 
its standards in many cases just to ensure 
a student body made up significantly of 
Quebec students. 

"The quota is in place to please the 
provincial government," Rickard 
explained. "The education minister is 



@ % We need to be there 
looking to attract more people, 
especially with respect to CEGEP 
students and francophone students. 



telling McGill 'Listen, you want more 
money, you've got to privilege francoph- 
one students.' " 

lie says the playing up of events like 
next weekend's open house, for which 
high-priced ads were placed in major 
Montreal papers, carries an ulterior 
motive. 



Vinet denied the 

claim that the adminis- $ $ 

tration’s effort is trying ||k 

to curry favour with the ^ 

PQ government, though telling 

he acknowledged that 

the government would more I 

likely look well on a sus- , 

tained effort to open tTEflCO 

McGill to Quebec stu- 

denLs. 

"It would help 

McGill, I hope, with respect to its rela- 
tions with the government," Vinet admit- 
ted. 

But he said that any new recruitment 
effort could not come without a recogni- 
tion of McGill's role in Quebec's political 
atmosphere. 

"We cannot lie a great international 
university if we are not deejily rooted and 
reegonized to be great in the community 
that we are in.. .We need to be fully 
involved in Quebec 
— and this involves 

. Quebec students 

tnere coming to McGill.” 

nponlp Earlier this year, a 
pcupic, university discussion 

CEGEP pajier addressed to the 

education minister 
;U dents, boasted of McGill's 

current 20 |ier cent 
f|| francophone makeup 

jjf and 50 per cent québé- 

cois makeup. Vinet 
admitted that much of the document 
sought to tell the ministry what it wanted. 

"Why do you have to admit students 
just to meet a quota?" Rickard asked. "It 
needs to lie made an institution where 
anyone from anywhere can apply and 
have an equal chance of getting in." 

Plans for the open house were no bel- 



li % The education minister is 
telling McGill ‘Listen, you want 
more money, you’ve got to privilege 
francophone students.’ m r\ 



ter received at many GEGEPs. 

“We're not McGill's target audience," 
said Patty Chiant, and academic advisor 
at Dawson College. "I don't think McGill 
really cares much if more CEGEP stu- 
dents go there." 

"What McGill docs is market itself to 
the PS, to the rest of Canada, and inter- 
nationally." 

Chiara says she just learned of 
McGill's plans to cancel its annual in- 
house sessions at many CEGEPs, and 
while she's encouraging students to 
attend the orientation at McGill, she 



doesn't expect many 
to go. 

i j c f-p r jc "They are spend- 
ing a lot of energy on 
j want this open house, but 

. it's on a Sunday 

privilege afternoon.... Most 

students won't go to 
get the information." 

W "There's this 
perception (on 
McGill's part) that 
'we don't have to go after students in 
Quebec, ’ " Chiara said, adding that the 
university views local students as a cap- 
live market that will choose whether or 
not to attend McGill, no matter how 
much information the university 
makes available. "Concordia does a 
much better job." 

"We are keen on maintaining a size- 
able fraction of our student body from 
Quebec," rebutted Vinet. "We alsu have to 
look at francophone students that do not 
naturally think of McGill." 




Black History 
Month Issue 

February 10 
Only in 

The'NTcGili Dally 



FITNESS LIFE GYM 

^^^^AE^ B^CE W-RE DOWNTOWN 



E**' rSoBMRMa 
THAI-BOX 

Evaluation & personal 
program by certified staff fe 

ULTRA MODERN GYM| 

new equipment 

Nautilus, step, stair master, L- 
treadmill, rowing machine, £ 
cardio max 

AEROBIC DANCE e 

(64 classes per week) 

ALSO AVAILABLE » 

Health shop 
Tanning 
Step aerobics 



, M0NDA~0 FRIDAY • 7am - 9pm^ 
j SATURDAY & SUNDAY • 10am • 6pm 

372 Ste. Catherine W. Suite 102 (514) 871-1111 




Dr. George Bochi, D.P.M. 
Doctor of Podiatrie Medicine 



Medicine and surgery of the fool 

Wishes to welcome you to his Downtown Podiatry Clinic, locat- 
ed al 1 832 Sherbrooke Si. West in Montreal . 

Dr. George Bochi obtained his B.SC. at lhe Université de 
Montreal in 1 990. He completed his training at New York 
College of Podiatrie Medicine in 1995. 

He served a post-graduate podiatrie surgical residency program 
at USC Hospital in Los Angeles, California. He has been in pri- 
vate practice since 1997. 

Dr. Bochi is certified by the American College of Fool And Ankle 
Surgeon as well as The California Podiatrie Medical 
Association. He is fellow at the American Podiatrie Medical 
Association and l'Ordre des Podiatres du Québec. 

Dr. Bochi is a podiatrist who renders medical and surgical treatment of 
conditions affecting the feet, such as : 

• ingrown toe nails • diseased nails • heel & arch pain 
• warts • diabetic foot care • corn and calluses 
• sports medicine • flat feet • bunion surgery • hammer toes • 

Prescription for state of the art orthotics, and orthopedic shoes: 

• orthopedic and biomechanical problems • painful intractable 
skin lesions on the sole of the foot • prevention and treatment 
of athletic injuries • orthopedic custom made shoes 
• prevention of foot surgery • 

Tel. : (514) 931-6111 

1832, Sherbrooke St. West, Montreal (Québec) H3H 1 E4 
Email : podiatry@info internet, net 

Approved by mosl personal, group medical 
and University plans 
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Frustrated UQAM Principal Resigns 

Principal Leduc hopes resignation tells government that “the situation is urgent " 



bv Isabelle Gagné 

The resignation of UQAM Principal 
Panic leduc list Tuesday didn’t surprise 
anyone. 

Site had hinted at a premature depar- 
ture several months before, explaining 
that she was frustrated by the lack of sta- 
bility at the university and by its unfavor- 
able financial situation. 

Leduc tendered her resignation the 
same day that the Université de Québec à 
Montreal's administrative council voted 
S-S to cut an additional $2.5-million 
from the university’s budget, bringing its 
deficit to a more manageable S19 vmil- 
lion. 

She also leaves just as I’Q Education 
Minister François legault is preparing to 
unveil new government policies for post- 
secondary education. leduc hopes her res- 
ignation will lie another signal to the 
provincial government that "the situation 
is urgent." 

The "situation" is that UQAM receives 
2s |ier cent less provincial funding |ier 
student compared to Quebec's other uni- 
versities, according to a press release from 
the university. 

"Either 1 1 QAM | receives the necessary 
lunds to guarantee its development and 
the university community reconsiders in 



depth its functioning and the organiza- 
tion of its teaching, or the university suf- 
fers immediately,” the statement said. 

Internal Opposition 

leduc admits that the wave of negoti- 
ations between universities and cold bev- 
erage companies affected her. The negoti- 
ations were were strongly denounced by 
students and professors and seized upon 
by the media. Internal opposition at 
UQAM led to the cancellation on January 
12 of the university's cold beverage exclu- 
sivity contract with Coca-Cola. 

Budget contraints and the under- 
financing of UQAM, which Leduc didn’t 
stop denouncing from the outset of her 
mandate, were just the tip of the iceberg. 
"Internal opposition toward the necessary 
changes" drove the situation "to the limit 
of what’s acceptable," Leduc said. 

Police intervention during a protest 
organized by students and professors to 
oppose privatzation of the university and 
the Coke contract was probably the cata- 
lyst of the whole affair. During the chaos, 
the police arrested a handful of students 
while the administration closed the uni- 
versity's doors to prevent students from 
taking refuge. 

It amounted to throwing UQAM to 



the lions. Three sociology professors 
o|ienly demanded Leduc’s resignation in 
an open letter published in the media. 
One of the professors, Michel Reitag, 
criticized not only the police interven- 
tion, but also the closing of the doors, 
calling it "unacceptable." 

"The person who repre- 
sents the universily...has the 
primary responsibility of not 
handing over members of the 
university like | Leduc] did," 

Reitag said. 

Freitag's colleague, Jean- 
Guv Lacroix, called the 
closed doors "intolerable.” 

According to Lacroix, UQAM 's reply to 
the open letter forgot to mention that the 
cola exclusivity deak was opposed by 
"every group at the university, with the 
exception of the administrators' union 
which numbers only a few hundred 
members." 

Roland Côté, president of the UQAM 
employees’ union, said, "The principal 
resigned under the circumstances of a 
quasi-scandal.” 

“Sm: listens like a minister" 

The employees' collective bargaining 
agreement, which fell through in June 



1999, is also a contentious issue. Principal 
Leduc insisted on the fact that UQAM pro- 
fesssors were lietter off than at other uni- 
versities, expecially when it came to sab- 
baticals, tax relief, and salaries. 

"She lies shamelessly and on so many 



levels too!" said Lacroix. “With a S 120,000 
salary and her team, she is in a poor posi- 
tion to criticize salaries and sabbaticals." 

Licroix said that Leduc was close to 
Education Minister François Legault and 
was known to Premier Lucien Bouchard, 
lie feared Leduc's resignation was 
“intended to sabatoge the collective bar- 
gaining agreement." 

Lacroix wondered if the PQ govern- 
ment and the administration were using 
the circumstances to put the university 
under supervision. "If the stupidity had an 
end, we wouldn 't lie where we are now." lie 
said. "Just to let you know, I'm not a 
Liberal,” lie added. 



Life after Leduc 

The principal who "never knew 
what a unviersity was," according to 
Freitag, left UQAM at a crossroads - an 
unsigned collective bargaining agree- 
ment and a 
big deficit. 

"UQAM is 
a sinking ship 
that has lost 
its course," 
said Côté, the 
union presi- 
dent. 

" T h e 
rumour mill is moving quickly," said 
Lacroix, but no candidate has been 
nominated as Leduc's successor. 

Maxime Venue, a sociology student 
who was arrested at the demonstration 
last Novemeber, is still waiting for her 
trial "All I can hope for is that the 
next principal doesn't think lie has all 
the power," he said 

Leduc clearly said in her letter of 
resignation that she would stay in 
office until a new administration took 
over, and at the latest, until September 
1, 2ot)i). Her mandate would have last- 
ed until the end of May 2001. 



|| w UQAM is a sinking 
ship that has lost its course. 






Black Activist Speaks at McGill 



bv Andrew Goldstein 

Black History Month kicked off at 
McGill on Tuesday as the St James Literary 
Society played host to outspoken black 
activist, pastor, and fonner US senator 
Reverend Darryl Gray. His lecture, entitled 
The New Millennium: Blacks in Quebec 
Society" reflected on the history of black 
awareness in Ganadian society, and the 
contributions that African Americans have 
made, and continue to make to society in 
Quebec 

“In the days when I went to school, 
there was no mention of black contribu- 
tions to society or their partaking in socie- 
ty,” he told the crowd. 

"The .African Americans in history text- 
lmoks were considered slaves, or as 
rebelling against slavery. There was no 
mention of their other roles and contribu- 
tions " 

AA liereas forty years ago Malcolm X was 
advocating achieving black success 'by any 
means necessary,' Reverend Darryl Grey's 
approach symbolizes the form that the 
/African American struggle will take in the 
twenty-first century. That approach 
demands an attempt at further economic 
integration. 

"To achieve a sense of empowerment, 
we must continue to be part of the 
Canadian economic environment," Gray 




Rcnnml Gmy <il Ik • Faculty Club 



said. "Economic institutions, banks and 
brokerage firms, show an unbalanced 
number of black people in senior manage- 
ment." 

/And according to Gray, the twenty-first 
century poses new challenges. 

"The second step that we must take in 
reacting to the millennium, after cele- 
brating our milestones and achievements, 
is to focus on the increasing economic 
impact of the black community,” he said 



Indeed, the twenty-first century will 
pose new challenges for the African 
Americans of Canada but Reverend 
Gray, for one, is optimistic. It is through 
education and economic advance- 
ments, he says, /African Americans will 
secure an even firmer part in society 
and help to further break down the 
walls of discrimination. "Being black is 
not an excuse to fail, it is a reason to 
succeed." 



Call for Submissions 

Women’s Issue 
March 6 

Deadline for submissions - 
February 28 



E-mail ideas or stories to 
mcgilldaily@hotmail.com or come by the office 

(B-03 Shatner) and talk to Jaime. 

^FheIVIcG ill Dally 
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c Th£M_cGEl DaHy is HAPPY TO INVITE OUR READERS TO THE 9SSm IMIRROR 
PREMIERE ON FEB 9TH: COME TO SHATNER B-07 AND PICKUP YOUR DOUBLE PASS 
VERY FEW TICKETS SO HURRY! STUDENT ID REQUIRED - 1ST COME, 1ST SERVED! 



McGill Tribune Accused of Racism 



SSMU publication distributes cartoon using racial slurs, sexist imagery 



bvJaime Kirzner-Roberts 



A recent poster campaign launched by 
the McGill Tribune is racist, sexist and 
offensive, charge angered students. 
The [roster, meant to solicit Valentine's 
classifieds, features a cartoon depicting a 
group of white male animals trying to 
impress a gang of females. When the males 
realize that they are being upstaged by a 
sharply dressed black crow in the cartoon's 
final still, they look on, muttering com- 
ments like, “dum (sic) chicks" and “easily 
impressed by spades." A “spade" is a 
derogatory word for a black jx?rson. 

“The poster is disturbing," said Akin 
Alaga, political coordinator of McGill's 
Black Students’ Network. “It has definite 



racial implications, as well as sexist ones." 

"Clearly there is nobody with any 
racial sensitivity working at the Tribune," 
Alaga said. "As far as I know, the Tribune 
has done nothing traditionally to honour 
black history month, and this whole issue 
questions how they stand on black 
issues." 

Particularly disturbing to angered 
students was the fact that nobody 
involved in the poster campaign, from the 
cartoonist, to the layout designers, to the 
SSMU that put its stamp of approval on 
the posters, to those who posted the 
posters campuswide and throughout the 
McGill ghetto tried to stop the [rosters 
from being distributed. 

By the time students began complain- 



ing about the posters, SSMU executives 
were in damage-control mode. They were 
quick to apologize for the actions of the 
front desk staff in approving the flyers. 
Although the staff have been trained in 
racial sensitivity issues, executives called 
their actions a "misunderstanding." 

SSMU Vice-President Wojtek Baraniak 
was quick to |ioint out that the Tribune, 
which is the officical newspaper of the 
SSMU, is completely autonomous from the 
Society, and that "in no way were the coun- 
cil, employees or executives involved in the 



printing of these |xisters." 

"It was extremely irresponsible to dis- 
tribute these |K)sters," said Baraniak. “But 
to tell the truth I don't think [the Tribune 
staff] knew what they were putting up. This 
[roster must have been a slip up in their 
screening process." 

Paul Conner, editor-in-chief of the 
Tribune, denied claims that the Tribune 
staff bad any racist intentions in putting 
up the posters. 

"Neither I nor anyone else putting up 
the posters thought anything of them," he 



said. "If there was any misunderstanding, 
it was certainly not intended." 

“We just thought that the character 
looked physically like a spade," 
explained Conner. "We did not look at it 
as something potentially racist. If this is 
something which concerns students, we 
would be happy to take down the 
posters." 

The SSMU will formally apologize to its 
clubs for its error this week, and Conner 
will explain himself before the Black 
Students' Network today. 



ng says Tve got mojo baby!" like a 

McGILL TRIBUNE Valentine. 



GMO Protocol Signed 

At last weekend's talks in Montreal, 
more than 130 countries agreed to an 
international protocol regulating trade in 
genetically modified seeds and crops. 

Named the Cartagena Protocol, after 
the Columbian city where negotiations 
broke off a year ago, the new agreement 
requires countries to infonn others when 
they approve a new bio-engineered seed or 
crop for domestic use. The protocol also 
allows countries to restrict imports of 
genetically modified organisms even if the 
scientific evidence concerning their dan- 
ger is uncertain. 

The principal sticking point of the 
negotiations w;is whether exporter coun- 
tries would be required to label foods 
containing GM products. The US and 
Canada argued against this, saying it 
would be impractical for large shipments 
of mixed origins. 

- Tyler llurgreures 

Ex-l'KOItSSOK 1)1. MTS SELLING GRADES 

TORONTO (CUP) - A fonuer college 
professor has testified in court that he did 
not offer to sell A+ grades to his students. 

Omar Kefeli, a fonuer part-time math 
teacher at Centennial College in Toronto, 
told a courtroom recently that he was only 
setting up private tutoring lessons for stu- 



dent Sebastiano Caschetto. 

Caschetto is one of two students who 
have accused Kefeli of trying to sell high 
grades in exchange for a camera and cash. 
The Crown's case is centred around the tes- 
timony of the two students and a tape 
recording Caschetto made in the summer 
of I99R while driving Kefeli to the 
Scarborough Town Centre. 

The tape starts off with Caschetto talk- 
ing with his friends in class. Ilis voice is the 
first one heard. 

“There’s always a way to beat the sys- 
tem," Caschetto is heard saying on the tape. 

Liter in the tape, Kefeli is heard saying, 
"So, have you thought about our deal?" 

"The deal," however, is never discussed 
in detail. There is some discussion about 
the price of "the deal" but no mention of 
money being given in exchange for grades. 

After Caschetto and Kefeli agree on a 
price, it is Caschetto who says, "But I have 
a belter idea, why don't you bring me a 
blank copy of the exam, I'll fill it out and 
bring it to the exam." 

Most of the tape is inaudible. 
Caschetto, however, testified that Kefeli 
promised an A+ grade in exchange for 
S 1 ,00(1. Jose Costello, the second student in 
the case, told the court that the math pro- 
fessor wanted a Polaroid camera. 

The fonuer math teacher was eventu- 
ally charged with two counts of offering a 
secret commission, which carries a five- 
year maximum sentence il convicted. 

Kefeli was called in to teach an abbre- 
viated version of a compulsory math 
course in the Tool-and-Die-Maker pro- 
gram after students complained about the 
previous professor. 

Court recessed until February 23 when 
the Crown and defense will give their clos- 
ing arguments. 

- Mathieu II. Yitill 
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McGill Tribu ne mis use derogatory language, offend students. 
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Unity and Idealism 



Your forum for all the 

Slibel hears rumours there’s a serious 
aise of nqwtism going down at the cafete- 
ria in the education building. The SSMU- 
created contract allegedly does a slipshod 
job of guaranteeing job security, thus 
allowing a high inuckedyntuck to start 
settling bttek on the current employees’ 
hours so dial he can bring in family 
members.. . Wojtek Baraniak, every- 
body's favourite smileybear, had a small 
crisis of identity at yesterday’s rally. Upon 
Iteing handed a sign which proclaimed "No 
corjxtrale funding! More Public Funding!" 
with the McGill name emblazoned on a 
Coca-Cola bottle, the SSMU exec politely 
declined and chose a more Itenign “Invest 
Federal Surplus in Education" 
|Ktstcr....Quebec Premier Lucien 
Bouchard paid a visit lo campus last week 
for a high level meet-greet-n’-eat with 
Bcmic and Co. Word has it that the gang 
went lo Ruby Foo’s, but of course we are 
legally bound lo make a Ruby Foo's refer- 
ence at every j>ossible junclurc....Slibcl 
hears that SSMU will pull out a secret 
motion at their emergency meeting tomor- 
row to hold a referendum on the Cold 
Beverage Agreement. But wail, you ask. 



from^w - 



■archives 



O r\ 5 cars a B 0: UFO-logist 
J I 1 Stanton Friedman lectured 
\j at McGill on he subject of 
flying saucers, The Daily reported. 
Friedman cited US-government cover- 
ups of UFO sightings, pointing lo a case 
in New Mexico where he thought the 
government had collected debris from 
an extra-terrestrial spacecraft, lie also 
asked the audience how many of them 
had seen a UFO. Out of a crowd of 600, 
38 said they had seen a UFO. 

Also in the news, students at the 
University of Toronto indicated their 
support for Pierre Trudeau's Liberal 



latest campus scoops 

Isn't there already a CBA referendum in the 
works? Well, yes. Slibel hears that this is a 
plan to confuse the already tiny (wreentage 
of students who vote and throw the whole 
issue to the J-board long enough to sell 
everything that's not nailed down to a Giant 
Soul-Destroying Corporation.... In other 
news, Slibel heats that John Clcghom is 
not a happy camper. Aww, cheer up Johnny! 
Tilings aren't as bad as they seem! We still 
love youL.Uoyd Axworthy, the Liberal 
diplomat extraordinaire front Winni|icg, 
was seen out and about soon after his 
sitecch to the McGill Model UN last week. 
Slibel could hate sworn that it saw the big 
man gorging himself at the all-you-can-eat 
Maharaja Buffet. Perhaps he was acclimi- 
tizing for a diplomatic mission to fix that 
whole India-Pakistan arms race thing? 

Got any possip llxit simply sbouldn l 
be kepi secret? Of course you ilo! Email 
Slibel at slibel Jtuuler@bolmuil.mm. Hi- 
piuinmlee your anonymity, anil pur 
ileus will be nprletl in the first section 
SSMUers mid in their ftuourile campus 
netrspaper. 



Party in the upcoming federal election. 
In a poll conducted by The Varsity, U of 
T's student newspaper, 37.4 per cent of 
students said they would vote Liberal, 
while 21.4 per cent supported the NDP 
and 19-2 per cent would vote 
Conservative. 

/ r\ J ears a S 0: Over 200 |teople 
/I I I were executed by Hungarian 

JL V/ government officials, includ- 
ing 150 teenagers, The Daily reported. 
The executions were punishment for the 
teenagers’ involvement in the 1956 
Hungarian Revolt against the country's 
Communist government. The govern- 
ment held the teens for four years until 
they all reached the age of 21, the mini- 
mum age at which the government 
could legally pul them to death. 

McGill debaters swept a team from 
Carleton University to advance to the semi- 
finals of Canada's Inter-University 
Debating League. At Carleton in Ottawa, 
Irwin Cotier and J. J. Elkin successfully 
argued that the Canadian government 
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bv Raymond Alas 

I had the opjiortunity last week to 
attend conferences given by two well 
known political personalities. 

On Thcsday, Claude Ryan was at the 
McGill University Chapel lo give a sennon 
on die unification of the Church for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The 
next day Minister Stéphane Dion gave a 
talk at the Centre Communautaire Bois- 
dc-Boulogne concerning the unity of 
Canada. Some students will recall that 
Minister Dion also recently debated this 
very subject with deputy Daniel Turp at 
McGill. 

What a coincidence that both s|teak of 
unity in what are dearly unrelated sub- 
jects. Church and state are trying to con- 
vince people, through speech and sermon, 
that the only way each can survive is by 
fostering a sense of unity. In a country 
where the |teople distinguish themselves by 
their individualism, this talk of unity is a 
strange discourse! What a foreign concept! 

And vet society is growing to a point 
where it is becoming necessary to wake up 
to this reality; we need each other to sur- 



should take ste|is to curb the growing 
power of labour unions in Canada. 
Meanwhile at home, McGill debaters Les 
Malcovitch and Gordon Echenberg won in 
opposition to the resolution. 

Z' C\ L cars a S 0: The Canadian 

K I I government announced that it 
\J \J had |K>sitions available in the 
army for “men of the engineer-physicist 
tyjte," The Daily reported. 

An editorial in The Daily suggested that 
women should not he admitted to the exlu- 
sive discussions of McGill's Political 
Economy Club. The editorial recommend- 
ed that despite an increased proportion of 
female students in economics and political 
science, the tradition of a men-only club 
“should not lie lightly broken." Women, 
the editorial said, could font) their own 
organization. 

In other World War 1 1 news, the British 
government expropriated all ships and 
shipyards in Britain, while France 
launched its first offensive since January 
20 - a |K*riod of 10 days. 



vive and succeed. Unity is needed for the 
country to stay in one piece. It is also nec- 
essary for the Church to survive as one in 
order to give the s;unc message to all its 
|ieo|ile. 

The movers and thinkers of today are 
visiting many different communities to 
spread this message, but what are the fore- 
seeable results? How will French 
Canadians embrace their countrymen 
when they are a minority surrounded by a 
sea of Anglojthone Americans and 
Canadians? How will the churches recon- 
cile their differences when they can't make 
concessions on certain fundamental issues 
and questions of dogma? For many, these 
seem like futile battles. 

Nay, the fight for unity is not lust in 
advance. Here is why: the two Québécois 
men, Ryan and Dion, have an ideal in 
mind, and they are pursuing their goal 
because they find beauty in it. 

There is something profound in their 
search for unity, something almost mysti- 
cal. This search for unity transpires from a 
collective search for wholeness. Society is 
looking for a sort of communion with 
itself. It is a reaction to the nuclear family, 
to the fractured communities we live in, to 
the angst created by division and the lone- 
liness caused by keeping our "vital space." 

These two men, through their efforts in 
their respective fields, arc simply collecting 
the wild horses Through their efforts they 
will one day gather a splendid herd. 

Submit pur Hyde Parks to the Daily 
office, or lo mcpilldaily@botmail.com. 



Clarification 

The Judicial Board of the Students' 
Society of McGill University was not 
involved in the negotiation of the settle- 
ment reached between the SSMU and 
Paulk Flicker, the chief returning officer of 
SSMU. The J-Board dismissed the case 
when SSMU withdrew its |tetilion. 

Incorrect information appeared in Thé 
Daily on January 31. 
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OimucE Over Poutine Coverage 



I found Judith Strawczynski’s biased 
and overbearing comments on the [toutine 
situation in Montreal reprehensible ("Fries 
+ Gravy + Cheese = Heaven, "January 31). 

First of all, it is common knowledge 
that La Belle Province serves the best [rou- 
tine in Quebec outside of the Casse-Croutes 
found on Highway 1 17, north of St. Jerome 
- trust me, I've done the research. 

Another appalling and hurtful revela- 
tion in Mr. Strawczynski's article was the 
grouping of altemo-pouline into one cate- 
gory. Being a poutine fundamentalist, I 
recognize the blasphemy of serving pou- 
tine with vegetables. However, the merit of 
"Poutine à la Ben's" (poutine with smoked 
meal, as served at Ben's Deli) is unques- 
tionable. 

Furthermore, the comments made as 
to McGill accepting a poutine exclusivity 
deal from the International Poutine 
Federation is a tremendous idea. What bet- 
ter way to raise funds for the fledgling 
libraries than to endorse poutine as the 
only food served throughout McGill? 

In fact, the embracing of poutine 
should be a top priority at McGill. Let me 
be the first to suggest that Fernand 
Lachance, inventor of [routine, be consid- 
ered for an honorary degree. Hell, if Senate 
rejects the idea, The Daily would at least 
get another exclusive and a chance to dis- 
grace the French consulate. 

In conclusion, [routine's merits could 
be a solution to funding throughout 
Canadian institutions. By privatizing 
McGill's [routine distribution and charging 
exorbitant rates as they do in the US, we 
could ensure that only the wealthy have 
the opirortunity to eat [xniline. It would 
also guarantee the highest. quality [xiutine 
possible. 

As a final note, [routine may even be 
the solution to national unity. If Lucien 
and Jean sat down to a hot bowl of curds- 
and-gravy-soaked fries in Chicoutimi, per- 
haps Canada could be saved. Why not? 

Alex Sinner 

Ul Science 



Have you got something to say? 
Concerns about life, the universe, 
kitty cats, and everything? Do you 
want to respond to something written 
The Daily? Have you got a beef with us? 
Think we’re cool? 

If so, The Daily accepts letters 
under 300 words and Hyde Parks 
under 500 words for publication on 
our Commentary pages. 

Submit to The Daily office in 
Shatner 11-03 or by email to mcgill- 
daily@hotmail.com. Submissions may 
be edited for length, clarity, and [vossible 
libellous or offensive content. 

^h£M£GTll Da?ly 



Questions Need To Be Asked 

Public or private? What kind of institu- 
tion should McGill be? 

This is the question we need to begin 
not only asking ourselves but answering as 
well - sooner rather than later, before the 
situation gets any worse. We need to con- 
sider each option seriously instead of out- 
right rejection. 

What are the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of a public insititution? One obvious 
disadvantage is funding which the univer- 
sity has no control over. If we decide to 
accept McGill as a public institution, then 
we need to consider how this obstacle of 
underfunding can be overcome. 

Is it a realisitic objective to obtain ade- 
quate funding from the government and 
still maintain McGill’s standards? This is 
not entirely unattainable. Some groups 
such as nurses and truck workers have 
shown that they can mobilize effectively 
and draw media attention to their con- 
cerns. Consequently, the government fads 
forced to give in. However, can students 
mobilize as effectively as these groups? Are 
they prepared to do so? 

Needless to say, we all know that every- 
thing involves trade-offs. Whether we 
choose McGill as a public or private insti- 
tution, there will be some concessions. We 
need to balance these trade-offs and decide 
soon which option is better suited for 
McGill's needs. 

We not only nod to start thinking of 
these questions but answering them con- 
cretely as well. The reason for answering 
them now is that we still have a say in the 
process. 

Liter down the road, a change or tran- 
sition may be inqrosed without us having 
any say. If we consider these issues now and 
choose a particular option, we can make 
that change on our own ternis; and if not 
on our own tenns, then at least some of our 
concerns will be addressed. 

Public or private? Discuss and decide. 

Mck Kerripan 



Tribine Ounesive, Racist, Sexist 

It seems that racism and sexism are 
alive and well at McGill and, even belter, 
on an ad approved for [rosting by the 
McGill Tribune and the SSMU front desk. 

A cartoon featured on a Tribune flyer 
for Valentine's Day was [xisted throughout 
campus and in die Ghetto. Offensive on so 
many levels, I am in shock that this went 
completely unnoticed until now. What era 
are we living in when this sort of blatant 
bias is acceptable or even funny? 

Racism? Is that the new Valentine's Day 
sentiment? I suppose 1 was naive in think- 
ing that we had left this behind. 1 under- 
stand that |iolitical correctness is no longer 
in vogue, but I cannot believe that people 
are this blind. 

Don't tell me that I'm being overly sen- 
sitive in shaking out alroul this. Having 
experienced both fonnal and informal 
racism, 1 refuse to stay silent. It angers me 
that |«ople are still so ignorant today as 
not to recognize bigotry staring them in 
the face. 

It's a tiling alright, let's laugh it up 
because those crazy white guys in the ad 



are getting showed up yet again by the cool 
black guy. Oh, those whorish white girls, 
they’ll do anything for miscegenation. 

Thank you Tribune, for peqietualing 
another racial stereoty[ie. Thank you for 
approving racial slurs and circulating 
them throughout the McGill community. 
Thank you for making me feel uncomfort- 
able in my own skin. 

When editors are afraid to comment 
and executives are scrambling to distance 
themselves, I really start to wonder how 
liberal and enlightened our university 
really is. And that makes me even more 
angry. 

Fuck you Tribune for making me feel 
alienated at my own university. 

Le'Nise Brothers 

U2 Political Science 



The Tiscii’s Weak Logic 

It is not The Daily’s editorial board but 
rather SSMU President Andrew Tischler 
who is guilty of weak logic. This much is 
evident from Tischlcr’s letter to the editor 
("Some Things Better Left Unsaid," 
January 27). 

Concerning The Daily's decision to 
print the Cleghorn matter, Tischler com- 
pares it to "distributing arsenic through 
the water system." Tischler’s analogy com- 
paring the fra flow of information to the 
spreading of poison is staggering, es[iecial- 
ly as it conics from the person who is sup- 
|»sed to represent McGill students. 

Tischler's attitude toward the student 
population is clearly one of contempt. He 
accuses The Daily of worsening conditions 
for students by printing information that 
could damage the credibility of McGill. His 
position is classically anti-democratic: it is 
the elite who know what’s best for the pop- 
ulation-at-large, who must therefore be 
ruled over "in their best interests." 

I counter that students are intelligent 
and are best served by being well infonned 
about the situation at their university. If 
students are aware, they can ensure that 
policies are enacted in their best interests 
and not only the interests of the McGill 
administration and student government. 

The breaking of a trust occurs whenev- 
er the McGill administration doesn’t act in 
the best interests of its students. If a sena- 
tor believes that this is happening and 
decides to reveal the contents of a confi- 
dential mating, The Daily has every right 
to print it. We do not want to be ruled by a 
benevolent despot, however brilliant. The 
SSMU president derives his legitimacy 
from die student population and it's time 
he gave them a little more res[>ect. 

Nick Vikander 

Ul Science 



Baraniak’s Fauacies 

While taking the time to point out the 
fallacies in François Tanguay-Renaud's 
argument, Wojtek Baraniak has failed to 
notice that he commits errors of the same 
magnitude ("Baraniak v. Tanguay- 
Renaud Cont’d," January 31). 

I find the problem with his response 
twofold. First are the aforementioned 



errors, and second is the arrogance with 
which Mr. Baraniak addresses his issues. 

With no disres]Kct to Mr. Baraniak, I 
believe that the arrogance in his com- 
ments about people denying Canada hav- 
ing a federal system are asinine and are 
examples of the general student popula- 
tion's contempt toward SSMU. Is it neces- 
sary to berate students or student leaders 
who try to voice an opinion contrary to the 
dictated belief of the SSMU? 

In terms of fallacies, Mr. Baraniak 
commits many. Firstly, he states that every 
race for VP external since 1995 has san 
CASA membership as the primary issue. 

This point is debatable. I'm sure that 
many other issues were discussed, includ- 
ing in Mr. Baraniak’s own campaign, 
where he received many votes based on a 
ghetto garage sale and the creation of a 
safety commissioner, both ideas that are of 
more importance to the average voter than 
joining CASA. 

I'm sure that if a plebiscite were held 
only about 25 per cent of students would 
even know what CASA was. 

Mr. Baraniak's second error is that he 
states the 1994-95 SSMU election was 
fought exclusively on CASA membership, 
and that the candidate who endorsed CASA 
won by a significant margin. Mr. Baraniak 
presupposes from this that voters were cast- 
ing their votes based on the issue of (ASA, 
and not the various other factors that affect 
voter preferences. 

In fact, like many SSMU dations, 
chances are it was more of a popularity 
contest than an issue-based vote. 

Thus I am in disagreement that, "for 
the last several years the students at McGill 
have consistently placed students who sup- 
port CASA into office." Instead, students 
have put students into office who also sup- 
port CASA 

The third error that Mr. Baraniak 
makes is that he tells Mr. Tanguay-Rcnaud 
to "stop second-guessing the will of McGill 
undergraduate students." 

Two problems arise here. One, Mr. 
Tanguay-Renaud represents the Faculty of 
Law. Does Mr. Baraniak know something 
about the wishes of law students that Mr. 
Tanguay-Renaud doesn't? Secondly, if the 
will of the students is really behind CASA, 
then why don't we have another referen- 
dum? The last referendum was taken when 
current fourth-year students were in fust 
year. Preferences do change over the course 
of time. 

Having said that, it is unlikely that a 
referendum will reflect the real preferences 
of students baausc traditionally at McGill 
a “No" committa is never fonnal, at least 
not with the support of any SSMU council- 
lors, as they are discouraged from straying 
from the SSMU line. Thus most |ieoplc vote 
yes or don't care. Maybe Mr. Baraniak can 
tell us about the last time a referendum 
failed at McGill. 

Let’s ho[ie that the SSMU and its offi- 
cers become more in touch with the stu- 
dents in the future and help alleviate the 
negative stercoty|ies that currently exist. 

Jaime Stein 

U3 Political Science 

The Daily accepts letters on its 
Commentary papes. Send correspon- 
dence to mcpiUdaily@botmail.com. 




UNCLE CAM 



Certify 
My Ass 

If you don’t slap enough, shit gets 
random. 

The other day I was walking to work 
when I noticed a moving truck. 

This in itself wasn't odd. 

But the ISO certification sign on the 
truck was. 

Back in the day, 1 worked three sum- 
mers as a mover. In fact, I was contract 
labour for the very company that is now 
certifiai by the International Standards 
Organization. Now, this company, who will 
remain nameless, docs fine work. They 
provide workers with wonderful T-shirts, 
they require you shave before work, etc. 

But they are a moving company. 

As I understand it, ISO certification is 
a sign that you have a set of procedures 
you follow to get the same end result. It 
also means these procedures are well doc- 
umented, written down, and tucked away 
in three-ring binders. Usually this means 
that people who were productive now 
screw around with paperwork that 
explains their jobs. 

The concept of an ISO-certified mov- 
ing company confuses me. Here's how it 
would go: take owners’ objects, crush 
objaLs into box, haphazardly tape box 
closed, lake box to truck, smack Iwx off 
wall, crush box with furniture, sit on box 
during break. 

This makes me believe that I can get 
ISO certification. The alann goes off, I 
stumble out of lied, walk into dresser, 
stumble over a cat, go to the jolin, shave, 
shower, dry' myself, stumble to the kitchen, 
trip over another cat (there are six, so take 
your pick), yell at cat, realize cats are 
hungry, apologize to cats, fad cats, make 
coffee, make lunch, make breakfast, wake 
Mrs. Uncle Cam, etc... 

i think 1 would like the certification 
tattooed on my ass. 

In a completely unrelated thought, I 
was watching the Golden Globes, pro- 
duced by Mr. Dick Clark (the eternal 
lanager™)- 1 marveled at how smoothly 
it went. No one was forced to cut his or her 
speech. No one talked too long. And the 
show ended EXACTLY on time. 

It led me to think that a benign dic- 
tatorship run by Mr. Dick Clark would lie 
kinda all right. Everyone would be 
happy, there would be dances all the 
time, and as a bonus, our anthem would 
have a hip beat, and you would be able to 
bug out to it. 



Unde Cam appears every other 
Thursday in Ih Daily. Zaclxsky will 
return on Monday. 
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Students Want 
Government’s Money 

Impressive McGill turnout credited for successful CFS rally 

about it," remarked Phil llijevsky, of privatization is real. 




By Samira Raiimani and Simon Rabinoyitcii 



C (tt rre want education, tax the 
\X/ cor I lorati(ms " The chants 
V V rang through the downtown 
core yesterday as frustrated students took 
to Montreal streets, joining thousands 
more on campuses across the country. 
They braved the frigid winter weather to 
make their voices heard in the hope that 
the federal government would bear their 
demands for increased public funding of 
|)ost-secondary education. 

The nationwide Day of Action, organ- 
ized by the Canadian Federation of 
Students, marked the centrepiece of the 
student front's Access 2000 campaign. 
Yesterday, CFS leaders called on federal 
Finance Minister Paul Martin to restore 
almost S i-billion in transfer payments in 
his forthcoming budget and eannark the 
money for post-secondary education. 

Nearly 200 McGill students came out to 
sup|>ort the rally and march, a huge suc- 
cess by most accounts. Many credited the 
Post-Graduate Students’ Society and their 
extensive cross campus promotion of the 
event for the strong showing. 

"It was the best turnout in a few years. 
I think it was I localise a lot of people with 
the grassroots organizations around 
McGill did a really good job in publicizing 
the rally and getting a lot of people excited 



Coordinator for the CFS Quebec. In 
November, a CFS-Q rally in much wanner 
weather, had a much smaller McGill 
turnout . 

Yesterday’s rally was also the first of its 
sort in years sup|iorted by the SSMU, who 
doesn't hold membership in G\SA. 
According to VP Community and 
Government Affairs Wojtek Baraniak, 
SSMU endorsed the campaign this time 
around because it targetted restoring fund- 
ing to education. 

"It's a cause that everyone can get 
behind. Reinvestment in education is 
something that we've always believed in 
and lobbied strongly for," be said, adding 
that he was pleased with the McGill 
turnout. 

"It’s a sign of 
the times that 
McGill students are 
realizing funding 
cuts do affect their 
education directly 
and that they 
should start paying 
attention." 

Many marchers 
also linked concerns 
with corporatization 
of campus to mas- 
sive education cut- 
backs that have 
taken place ' in 
recent years. They 
said recent develop- 
ments in cold bever- 
age agreement talks 
and discussion of 
McGill College 
International made 
clear that the threat 



“This is the first time I’ve come out for 
McGill and it was mostly the privatization 
issue that affected me directly. I think it 
represents a decline in our standards of 
education," said Hillary Vipond, a U1 phi- 
losophy student. 

Kate Meier, External Affairs and 
Governmental Relations Coordinator for 
the PGSS, is also concerned with the grow- 
ing coqiorato handle on McGill. “It's not 
just student debt load that's the problem - 
our library collections are becoming 
increasingly behind the times. There's talk 
about making private colleges at McGill, 
seeking corporate deals to get money. 
We’re resorting to these things because the 
university isn't being properly funded." 



The protest, which began at the 
Roddick Gates moved to pick up other sup- 
porters at Concordia where organizers 
gave s|ieeches and handed out sandwiches 
to marchers. Students from UQAM also 
joined bringing the total number of partic- 
ipants to a largely jieaceful 500 plus - a 
remarkable turnout, organizers said, given 
-30 degree windchill temperatures. The 
protest wound its way through downtown 
Montrai for over an hour, culminating 
near llerri Square. 

According to the CFS, more than $7 bil- 
lion has been slashed from post-secondary 
funding over the past five years by the fed- 
eral liberals. Rising tuition fees, larger 
class sizes, crippled library systems and a 
general decline in academic services, they 
say, have liecomc 
pressing problems 
at universities suf- 
fering from the 
cutbacks. Rally 
organizers high- 
lighted their goals 
for the elimination 
of education-relat- 
ed user fees and 
the reduction of 
student debt loads. 

And with the 
federal budget just 
weeks away, the 
CFS is demanding 
that a big cut of 
the $12 billion 
surplus Paul 
Marlin has fore- 
casted go to uni- 
versities. 

llijevsky 
believes that stu- 
dents across the 




country sent a message yesterday to 
Canadians. 



"This protest w'as part of a year-long 
campaign to convince the public that full 
funding should be restored in education. 
That victory is already won," llijevsky said. 
“The public is convinced that full funding 
for education and health can; is more 
ini|)ortant than tax cuts." 

Although no one can know for certain 
what effect the day of action will have, pro- 
testers were optimistic that they were help- 
ing to better their predicament. At the very 
least, they believed that they were providing 
an opportunity for Canadian studenLs to 
express their views. 

“I think it's very im|iortanl that stu- 
dents make their feelings on the subject 
known because its our education and the 
next generation's education," agreed 
Aaron Windsor, Chaiqierson for the PGSS. 
"We have to lx 1 on record for standing up 
and fighting for what we want. We want to 
improve our situation because, if we don't, 
who is going to take us seriously?" 

Other participants, like III arts student 
Jeff Wilson, think that yesterday's rally was 
only a start and that more must lx done to 
influence the decision makers in Ottawa. 

"We definitely got noticed," said 
Wilson. "But, there has to lx more public 
involvement, more protests, more signs of 
unrest. This one protest is not enough." 




Thousands of Students Protest Education Cuts 



BY CUP STAFF 

T housands of students across Canada, 
look to the streets yesterday as part of 
the Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) Access 2000 campaign. 

Students in more than 50 communities 
joined the CFS in their call for mom educa- 
tion funding. 

In St.John's, Newfoundland, 1 ,500 univer- 
sity, college and high school students walked 
out of classes to protest government cutbacks 
to education. The protest was so boisterous 
that at one pint a re|xirter from a locid r.idio 
station asked if diere was a party going on. 

In Charlottetown, more than 2(H) stu- 
dents at the University of Prince Edward 
Island (UPEI) participated in a Kraft din- 
ner lunch. The gathering was meant to 
highlight the impact high student debt 



loads have on students. 

In Ottawa, protest organizers estimated 
that between 2,000-3,000 university and 
high school studenLs, as well as faculty, 
marched downtown Irefore reaching 
Parliament Hill. 

CFS national campaigns co-ordinator 
Pam Frache was very pleased with the tumouL 

"I think today shows vvliat we know 
already that the majority of Canadians arc 
with us in the fight for a restoration of edu- 
cation funding," she said. 

On Parliament Hill, a number of peo- 
ple addressed the crowd - including Federal 
New Democratic Party leader Alexa 
McDonough, prompting the federal gov- 
ernment to use their budget surplus to 
reinvest in social programs. 

"If the Liberals have the gills, we have the 
solution!" said McDonough. "Let's reduce 



tuition fees! let's phase out tuition fees!" 

According to Statistics Canada, tuition fees 
across the country for undergraduate arts pro- 
gram have increased by 125. 1 ) per cent since 
1990, resulting in an average cost of $3,658. 

In Toronto, student protestors blocked 
cnlmnces to York University. Protestors held 
cars for three minutes while they marched and 
let drivers know what was going on. 
Afterwards, they would let two cars in at a lime. 

The Toronto Transit Commission decided 
not to send their buses onto campus and were 
dropping students off at the |ierimcter of York. 

In downtown Toronto, an estimated 
2,000-3,000 students and supputer; swanned 
Queen's Park in an impressive wave. 

"I've jumped through hoops long 
enough," Joel Harden, the Ontario CFS chair, 
told the crowd. "Today we're taking a différ- 
ent route. Today you have to listen to the 



thousands of us." 

Further west, more than 1 ,000 students 
from Manitoba's four universities walked 
out of classes. 

Following a march through downtown 
Winnipeg, students went to the University of 
Winnipeg to listen to speakers ;uid bands. 
Students played a friendly game of street hock- 
ey, die prize for which was die "Chretien Cup." 

Mid at the University of Regina, students 
started the Access 2000 day of action with a 
pancake breakfast, followed by s|ieeches mid 
activities throughout the day. 

Meanwhile, out in British Columbia, the 
Simon Fraser Student Society’s took students 
through an education maze before busing 
protestors to downtown Vancouver. 

Throughout the morning volunteers 
were handing out leaflets around cmnpus 
for die event, while also encouraging stu- 



dents to attend the "night of celebration" 1)J 
gig held later in the evening at the 
Commodore night club. 

And on Vancouver Islmid, more than 1,(XX) 
students from die Univcisity of Victoria (UVic) 
and Cmnosun College gathered in front of die 
provincial legislature waving placards. 

"let's be fair, die money is there, spend 
die suqilus now;" they chanted along widi the 
radical cheerleaders, a group of students who 
waved |X)iii-|)oms made out garbage bags. 

Earlier in the day, between 8 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m., about 200 students from UVic 
barricad'd entrances to the University emu- 
pus. In the afternoon, the protest moved 
from the campus grounds to the legislature. 

"1 think education should be free mid at 
least more accessible than it is right now," said 
Kim McKay, and a diird-year English student 
at UVic protesting in front of die legislature. 






Security or Witch-hunt? 

US-initiated terrorist crackdown could mean many things, but doesn't 



BV TaL PlNCIIEVSKY 

T he year 2000 came and went. In an 
attempt to avoid the inevitable wide- 
spread destruction that was to 
accompany the new century, people bought 
lots of canned goods and hid inside their 
makeshift bunkers, shotguns in low. 

Then we waited, and soon after that, 
nobody was blown up by terrorists. Despite 
the barrage of warnings regarding the 
mass violence that would accompany the 
turn of the century, nolxidy blew up. 

One month later, this wave of paranoia 
has yet to break. 

Yesterday, Mauritanian police arrested 
four locals sus|iected of having links to 
Islamic guerrilla leader Osama bin Laden. 
Sources would not disclose the names of the 
suspects or even the offenses for which they 
were being held, liut security officials did 
say that the arrests were part of an inquiry 
into allegations that a Mauritanian named 
Mohambedou Ould Slahi had plotted 
attacks against the United States. 

Slahi was arrested hist week in 
Mauritania after leaving 
nearby Senegal, lie had pre- 
viously lived in Canada, and 
according to the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service, 
he lied because of an investi- 
gation into an alleged bomb 
plot that the US linked to bin 
Liden. Shortly before The 
Daily went to print, the 
Mauritanian government 
denial all re|>orts of these 
convictions. 

The overanxious |xirtray- 
al of bin Laden by Western 
media as the leader of an 
alleged international network 
of evil has led to some 
ovemxilous, if not unjustified, 
action on behalf of certain 
American politicians. Mid 
Canadian immigration pilicy 
makers and immigrants have been the 
ones most burdened by this US policy. 

Since the arrest of Slahi and the 
four other Mauritanians over the prist 
week, not one piece of s|iecific evidence 
has lieen released directly linking bin 
Laden to the alleged bomb plot. 
Canadian authorities have stated that 
Slahi left Canada sometime after 
December 14, when authorities uncov- 
ered an alleged plot around the same 
time that local boy Ahmed Ressam was 
arrested trying to smuggle bomb-mak- 
ing equipment into the United states. 

Ressam, an Algerian-born 
Montrealer, pleaded innocent last 
Thursday in a Seattle federal court to 
charges of planning a terrorist bombing. 

Local Bov Makes Goon 

It was the Ressam conviction, as well as 
an overhyiied and under-researched media, 
that eventually led to what has been 
described by these same hype machines as 
a crackdown on violent fundamentalism. 
The crackdown has hap|icned in two ways: 
domestically, at the unguarded border that 



lies between Canada and the United States, 
and internationally, in the onslaught of 
arrests of those allegedly linked to any 
semblance of a terrorist plot. 

On our side of the crackdown, the White 
House and Congress are planning to deploy 
nearly 600 new customs and special agents 
along the US-Canada border. They also arc 
going to significantly increase funding for 
Iwmb-delection devices in an attempt to 
infiltrate and eliminate the so-called 
Canadian problem of terrorist infiltration. 

"Terrorists, and also illegal aliens, alien 
smugglers, and drug smugglers are increas- 
ingly using Canada as a transit country en 
route to the United Stales," said Texas con- 
gressman Lamar Smith. In res|»nse to 
Smith's allegations, Vermont Governor 
Howard Dean, someone who has actually 
visited Canad, has defended current border 
ixilicies, emphasizing the ini|X)rtance of the 
o|K'n border to the local economy. 

The additions to border security late 
last year transformed the typically swift 
drive through the border into an exercise 
in prolonged patience. Around the time 




foreigners, including Canadians, entering 
and leaving the United States. This automat- 
ed system is scheduled to begin in mid-2001. 

List week, Congressman Smith and his 
newly established immigration subcom- 
mittee heard from terrorism exjrerts from 
both the United States and Canada. Among 
those present was Ambassador Raymond 
Chrétien (Jean’s nephew) who made it very 
clear that the federal government would 
continue to oppose the stricter controls 
ingrained in Smith's entry-exit system. 

“Let me say that, when it comes to 
fighting terrorism, our laws are as strict if 
not more strict than American laws," said 
the ambassador. 

International Action 

The shakedown has extended beyond 
the Canada-US border. The US has been 
urging other countries to press harder on 
people and groups sus|iectcd of supjxirling 
terrorist activities. 

Initially inspired by the incessant para- 
noia over terrorist plots during the recent 
millennium hype, it began with the arrest 
of 13 susjiected terrorists in Jordan. In 
coordination with American law enforce- 
ment, Jordanian officials arrested 11 
Jordanians, an Imqi, and an Algerian for 
planning terrorist attacks after allegedly 
training with explosives in Afghanistan, 
where Osmna bin Liden is based. 

Bin Liden, accused of masterminding 
bomb attacks on US embassies in Nairobi 
and Dar es Salaam in August 1998, is said 
to be living in Afghanistan under protec- 
tion from the Taliban, lie has been labeled 
by the US State Department as "one of the 
most significant financial sponsors of 
Islamic extremist activities in the world." 




that this beefed up security was introduced, 
those crossing the border began to com- 
plain of being forced to wait for several 
hours at some locations. 

Currently, US Customs has 1,200 insjiec- 
tors and sjxx’ial agents at 83 |X)ints of entry 
along the US-Canada border, compared with 
2,550 along the significantly shorter 
Mexican border. Ottawa is also trying to kill 
an American plan for an eventual immigra- 
tion tracking system that would record all 



Top left: Osama bin Laden; Left: Ahmed 
Ressam; Above: Sheik Abu Qalada. 



Bin Liden has also been linked to the 
World Trade Centre bombing, plots to kill 
President Clinton and the Pope, and attacks 
on US Iraqis in Saudi Arabia and Somalia. 
The 17th of 52 sons of Saudi Arabia's 
wealdiiest construction magnate, bin Liden 
has also bankrolled terrorist training camps 
in Sudan, the Phillipines, and Afghanistan, 
sending soldiers to fight with fundamental- 
ist Muslim forces in North Africa, Chechnya, 
Tajikistan, and even Bosnia. 

The sus|iectcd terrorist is among the US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation's most 
wanted fugitives. He has been wanted for 



murder of US nationals outside the United 
States, conspiracy to murder US nationals 
outside the United States, and attacks on a 
federal facility resulting in death. 

The US government has gone as far ;ls 
offering $5-million for infonnation lead- 
ing directly to bin Laden's apprehension or 
conviction. In a recent interview with ABC 
News' Charles Gibson, the exiled bin Laden 
slated that while lie is not res|Xinsible for 
the bombing of the two US embassies, he 
did support the bombings and knew' some 
suspects who were charged. 

WllAT IS THE ThITII? 

This international crackdown, spear- 
headed by American interests, Ills resulted 
in other convictions surrounded by a vari- 
ety of inaccuracies and denials. List week, 
Jordanian officials sentenced Sheik Abu 
Qatada, a Palestinian-Jordanian living in 
England, to life in prison for his alleged 
involvement in a series of 
explosions in Jordan. As usual, 
Qatada is linked somehow to 
Osama bin Liden as well as the 
group of 13 arrested in Jordan. 

In an interview with ABC 
News, Qatada stated that the 
reason for these Jordanian 
arrests is to “show obedience to 
the new world order" by 
attempting to pressure promi- 
nent Islamists into giving up 
infonnation on bin Liden - 
information that Qatada says 
he does not |xissess. Like bin 
Liden, Qatada denies any par- 
ticipation in terrorist activities, but does 
not denounce such activities. 

British officials have since denied 
Jordan's request for Qalada 's extradition. 

McGill Political Science Professor Rex 
Brynen outlines the inherent difficulties in 
enforcing these regulations. "There is a thin 
line between witch-hunting a community 
and doing the kind of police work one would 
exiled in an investigation of this sort," said 
Brynen. "Hie issue then is whether it repre- 
sents constantly treating Anib-American, 
Arab-Canadian, or Algerian-Canadian com- 
munities with extra suspicion.” 

Re-enforcing stereotyyies has become a 
prominent issue recently among Montreal's 
Algerian community. The majority of the 
community came to Montreal during the 
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Crossing the border could take a i 



ongoing Algerian civil war. Brynen 
applauds Canada's immigration policies 
for allowing the refugivs to come. 

"The numlier of people whose lives 
have ken saved by allowing 1o claim 
refugee status in Canada far exceeds that of 
people who dial in cross-border terrorism 
incidents, which is zero right now," said 
Brynen. “There are a lot of people we did- 
n't de|iort to Algeria because the civil war 
was on and there are now complaints as to 
why these people are allowed to run 
around Canada. Well, some innocent |>a>- 
ple would have ken killed if they got 
decrial back to Algeria. There are no 
known dead |x>ople at this point from the 
recent incidents and there are many- 
known people who would lie dead if we 
simply de|iorled every refugee claimant." 

Political Science Professor Hudson 
Meadwel! goes as far as to seriously ques- 
tion the merits of this crackdown. 

"I tend to think it's a bit of an overre- 
action on the part of those people who are 
waving their hands above it," said 
Meadwell. “Some of the language is 
‘Canada is a haven for terrorists.' It seems 
to me to lie an overreaction and my guess 
would lie that it is going to lie, to some 
extent, temporary. This type of move of 
agents from one border to another is not 
going to lie a jieniianent change in the 
landsca|ie of liorder control in relations 
between Canada and the United Stales." 

It appears that this overemphasis on the 
danger of domestic terrorist attacks by Arab 
fundamentalists conveniently ignores vital 
aspects of the argument. As a result, it lus 
become apparent that legislators arc 
attempting to quail this new Red Scare. 

Brynen provided an example: “We also 
have to recognize that an awful lot of ter- 
rorism in North America is domestically- 
bred. The Oklahoma City bombing was a 
bunch of American loonies. We have cases 
of oil facilities blowing up in Alberta and it 
was Albertans blowing them up. There are 
all kinds of acts of violence that have 
nothing to do with immigrant communi- 
ties." 

The full consequences of the escalated 
anti-terrorism are still unclear. But the 
opinion among Canadians appears to be 
that the |iotential for this escalation by 
itself represents a regression in North 
America of relations between nations, 
groups, and people. 
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Who leads McGill publications 
in breaking scandalous stories? 

ÆïeIVIcGill Daily 



Every Monday. Every Thursday. 



Sexual Assault Centre of McGill Students’ Society 

Fire With Water 

Call for Submissions 

❖ Fire with Water is a free, bilingual publication containing prose, 
poetry, and visual art pertaining to sexual assault 

<• Fire with Water acts as a forum for survivors of sexual assault and 
their supporters 

❖ All submissions, French or English, arc welcome 

❖ Submissions can be dropped off: 

• in the box in the foyer of the Shatner Student Centre at 3480 
McTavish 

• in the box in the SACOMSS office in Rm. 5200 of the new 
Brown Student Services Centre at 3600 McTavish 

• or mailed to: SACOMSS, University Centre 

3480 McTavish, Montreal, PQ 
H3A 1X9 

• Deadline for Submissions is: 

FRIDAY, MARCH 3 rd , 2000 



Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 102 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3248 

Students are covered for Eye Exams and get $75 toward Glasses or 
Contacts with their Healtn Insurance 

One-Day Atuvue - Aruvue 2 - Acuvue Bifocal 
Visual Examination, OHIP Accepted 

Contact Lenses from $80 

Immediate delivery on most prescriptions. 

Glasses in 24 Hours on most prescriptions. 

Special Consideration to Studentsand Staff 



Africans Congress to Challenge 
‘Apathetic’ Administration 

Students organize conference on future of African Studies program 



bv Meiireen Kiulfan 

M cGill has one of the weakest 
African Studies departments in 
Canada, say student organizers of 
this weekend's Africana Congress 2000. 

The Congress will provide a forum for 
students, academics and citizens to address 
and discuss this problem, and others, 
which are faced by African studies pro- 
grams across the country. 

"Growing up in Quebec, and being of 
African origin, I never really got a chance 
to study Africa," said llirut F.yobi, coordi- 
nator of the weekends events. “When I got 
to McGill, I realized that the African 
Studies program does not represent what 
we as a community want, it doesn't repre- 
sent our vision." 

The main objectives of the congress are 
to address issues confronting the weak 
African Studies Program at McGill, to spark 
collective action and Interest in the issue, 
and to hammer out a detailed development 
plan for the future of the program. 

"More than anything, this Congress is 
about a plan of action, we're tired of fight- 
ing the administration," said Eyobi. “This 
Congress gives us a chance to put our 
vision to the wider community." 



Some of the problems that have 
plagued the interdisciplinary program in 
recent years are the lack of an appropriate 
variety and number of courses dealing with 
Africa and its dias|>ora, severe funding cut- 
backs, and administrative apathy in terms 
of the regulation of the program. 

Also, Congress organizers say that the 
fact that there is no chair for /African 
Studies leaves the program ill-defined and 
highly vulnerable to detrimental funding 
cutbacks and administrative refonns. Tire 
lack of any full-time professors of African 
descent teaching in the program is further 
indicative of its shortcomings. 

"The administration is apathetic, it 
doesn't care, there’s no will to strengthen 
the /African Studies program," said Eyobi. 
"What we're doing is bringing the will to 
the university." 

Despite the current shite of African 
Studies, McGill was the first Canadian uni- 
versity to offer such a program. The pro- 
gram was originally implemented in 1%9 
in tlte context of the Black Power move- 
ments of North America, the Civil Rights 
movement, and the decolonization of 
Africa and the Caribbean. 

In 1994, attempts were made by the 
administration to reduce the program to 



the status of a minor. This was met will) 
substantial student opposition from black 
students and their organizations on cam- 
pus. 

Most financial sup]>ort for the Congress 
lias come from organizations sucli as 
Canada Heritage and the Canadian Race 
Relations Foundation, and has been 
organized primarily by students. 

Tile Congress will offer a number of 
workshops and panel discussions on var- 
ious issues, including the challenge of 
how to expand the African studies pro- 
gram, and make it more relevant to the 
Black community. Professor Robert Hill, 
head of the African-American Studies 
Program at UCLA will give the keynote 
address. In the last session of the 
Congress, on Sunday, a manifesto will he 
adopted which will define the direction 
that African studies will take in the 
future. One of the long-term goals of the 
ASC is to establish an African Studies 
Research Centre by the year 2010. 

With files from Jaime Kirzner-Roberls 

For information on the ASC anil 
the Africana Congress 2000: 
http://aiiacoana.org/asc 



Concordia U Won’t Rule Out 
Creating a Private College 
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Our new menu features the 
Mr. Snuffelufugus sandwich: 
a deliciously breaded & 
grilled chicken cutlet with 
lettuce, tomatoes, and mayo. 



BEST SANDWICHES AND BEST 
FRIES IN MONTREAL. 
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840-9000 
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3647 St.-Laurent 



by Tracey I Ilot 

MONTREAL (CUP) - Concordia 
University won't rule out the idea of a 
private college on campus, as long as 
Ottawa and the provincial government 
do not rapidly re-inject money into the 
education system. 

Since taking office in 1993, die federal 
Liberals have cut more than S7-billion in 
provincial transfer payments from health, 
post-secondary education and training. 
The response has varied from student 
strikes to the projiosed creation of private 
colleges. 

Administration at McGill University, 
roughly 10 blocks from Concordia, is cur- 
rently exploring the idea of creating a pri- 
vate liberal arts program dubbed McGill 
College International (MCI). 

Meanwhile at Concordia, Rector 
Frederick Lowy is not against the idea of a 
private college as an ultimate solution. 

"[The MCI] proposal reflects the 
frustration of all the universities as they 
do not have enough funds," lie said. “If 
we can’t get the money from the govern- 
ment, then we’ll have lo find another 
way to do it, which is what they [McGill) 



are proposing." 

Concordia administrators say the 
objectives of such a venture, which could 
be dubbed Loyola College International, 
would be better quality education rather 
than increased funds. 

“The goal here would be to try and 
provide new options, for people at 
Concordia and to attract new students, 
locally and internationally," said Bill 
Bukowski, a Psychology professor. "It 
would be trying something different and 
interesting, while raising the profile of 
Concordia University in Canada and all 
around the world." 

If accepted, the Loyola College 
international program would aim at 
attracting exceptional students to 
Concordia, while providing a unique cur- 
riculum as the University tries to respond 
to the changing global environment. 

"It’s not a get rich quick scheme,” 
Bukowski said. If anything, tie noted the 
concept of the college would be criticized 
for costing so much money. 

Bukowski also said that steep tuition 
paid by students at the college would be 
channelled back into the University in the 
form of scholarships for other students. 



He addwl that the pro|iosed college 
should not lie considered ;is an elitist insti- 
tution, but rather as a college program 
devoted to diversity and pluralism. 

"Quebec is known for not having elite 
education and for having the liest tuition," 
said Dr. Man Hochstein, executive director 
of the MBA program at Concordia. "A pri- 
vatized college where students have to pay 
a large cost goes against social values. The 
richer pay for school and the |xior pay 
taxes, but they are the ones who do not 
benefit in the end.” 

This is not the first time there has been 
discussion about private |>ost-secondary 
institutions in Canada. 

Bette Stephenson, a former 
Conservative education minister, told a 
Glolie and Mail re|iorter in November that 
she had a consortium lo establish a private 
university north of Toronto and had 
received "totally positive" feedback from 
tile Ontario government. 

And on the West Coast, David 
Strangway, former president of the 
University of Brilisti Columbia, is working 
on a project to create a private university in 
Squamish that would charge tuition com- 
parable to private US universities. 







Play of Light 



by Matylda Gawor 



Photography is about 
light: it can be a night- 
mare and a godsend. The 
Botanical Gardens dis- 
played the play of light in 
its exhibition of Japanese 
lanterns last fall. 

1 went to the Gardens 
to discover a new part of 
Montreal. I snapped these 
pictures just as they were 
closing for the evening. 



The Daily photo editors welcome photo essay submissions. Contact Pierre-Alain or Céline to discuss your ideas. We love to see your stuff! 
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MuchMusic: Canada’s Music Television Monopoly 



There’s a reason why it isn't called the MuchMusic generation 



hy Jordan Stein 



I liad half a mind lo |K*n a strongly word- 
ed letter of disapproval to singer-song- 
writer Bryan Adams u|xm hearing his 
latest tour-deforce on a local radio sta- 
tion that offers a 1 letter mix of music - if 
that's what you call Chantal Kreviazuk on 
hourly rotation. 

The letter was going to offer some 
intense criticism of the Canadian rock star 
who once secured an unequivocal place 
next lo such rock leviathans as Rod Stewart 
and Sting south of the border (refer to The 
Tbnv Musketeers soundtrack). Smashes 
like "Heaven" and "Summer Of 6')" were 
classic fare and they struck a chord in the 
United States, the only market that really 
matters (save Japan for songstress Jennifer 
Love Hewitt). 

But since the release of his greatest hits 
package, ironically entitled ,SV> Fur So 
(loot/, the guy can't seem lo write a cross- 
Imrdcr lot to save his career, never mind his 
life. The track lie recorded with Sporty 
Spice (a k a. Melanie Chisholm), "Baby, 



When You're Gone," is evidence enough. 
I lowcver, the true test of his lack of longevi- 
ty is his absence from MTV. Because unless 
you are a performer who records in 
Nashville, MTV is all that really matters. 

MTV Studios is geographically |K>si- 
tioned at the crossroads of a world with an 




Bryan Adams still has photography 
to full hack on. 



insatiable fascination with everything in 
entertainment. MuchMusic, having no 
relation lo that pioneering cable station in 
the United States, is located in downtown 
Toronto. Sure, they might shoot a lot of 
movies there, but more often than not 
Toronto acts as a stand-in for the afore- 
mentioned crossroads of the world - New 
York City. 

If you don't have access to MTV - an 
entirely likely scenario considering the 
primitive reach of cable in this province - 
you might be surprised to know that the 
station has grown from a mom-and-pop 
cable-access channel, wherein a video 
jockey sat on a leather couch and intro- 
duced a whole bunch of Tiffany videos shot 
in suburban shopping malls, into a phe- 
nomenon that shapes popular culture 
more than it broadcasts it. If, for example, 
your latest musical interests include Kid 
Rock and Limp Bizkit, you have MTV to 
thank. 

MTV has been making a concerted 
underhanded effort to fizzle out Orlando- 
manufactured |xip in favor of edgier, rap- 



rock rollups found in the musical stylings of 
Kid and Limp. Any industry executive worth 
his spit will tell you the same. MTV Ills the 
power to dictate the hip and the lame 
through video rotation, guest s|iots, the MTV 
Music Awards, and a variety of other master- 
ful techniques. 

What began as a station entirely devot- 
ed to music videos morphed into today's 
cultural barometer. Its reach is vast. 
During Bill Clinton’s election campaign, 
for example, the US president held court 
on MTV and answered pressing questions 
from its savvy viewers: "Mr. President, the 
country is dying to know - boxers or 
briefs?" 

Of course, the cable station didn't 
always have such monumental impor- 
tance. It took years of introducing music 
videos and interviewing their stars before 
MTV could even begin to cover election 
campaigns with any level of respectability. 
But the station evolved. It grew out of its 
gawky phase and settled into a very com- 
fortable role as the voice for the genera- 
tion that has become its namesake. 



Conversely MuchMusic, like Bryan 
Adams, seems to have run iLs course. It 
has failed to evolve past the cheesy for- 
mula of having its video jockeys intro- 
duce clips from atop television equip- 
ment. In style and in content, the videos 
have long since surpassed the Canadian 
station which plays them. 

MuchMusic of the year 2(XX) looks 
eerily like MTV circa 1981. As for Bryan 
Adams' place on MTV, lie has ken rele- 
gated to M2, MTV’s archive channel for 
the rehashing of old-school videos that no 
longer have a place on the up-to-the- 
minute dictator of |iop culture. 

The McCil! Daily Culture Column 
welcomes submissions on all topics, 
from why David llassellxff is Satan to 
the beauty of owning a CD burner. All 
submissions should be 600 lo SOO 
wonts in length, and may be edited for 
length and clarity Drop off submis- 
sions at our office, or email them to 
mcgilldailyC4holmail.com. 



Legba steady on two feet 

Spoken word is alive and well in Montreal 



in Aulx Ayi.kit 



1 am not a deep-sea diver. De-compres- 
sion is not something i think of often. 
The deeper divers go, the more the 
pressure traps gas inside them; the longer 
they stay down, the more it accumulates If 
they resurface too quickly the dissolved 
nitrogen in their blood bubbles through 
their veins, causing the bends. 

This has never worried me. But leaving 
Legba early last Saturday morning. I began 
to understand that feeling 

legba. the sixth show of its kind, was 
organized and hosted by Kaarla Sundstrom 
and Alex Boutros, two of Montreal’s 



strongest voices in spoken-woni. It opened 
with breakdancing by Ellementale-5, and 
closed with wild percussion and atmos- 
pheric cello by Scott Russell and Becky 
loon. I )j Mini carried the show on into the 
morning. In between were t hours of hip 
hop, spoken-word, poetry, song, and dance. 

A prejudice has grown around spoken- 
word because of people who grasp at open 
mikes to gasp their way through their lat- 
est breakdown or breakup. Dance too suf- 
fers under the strange banner of an 
"acquired taste," like mussels or brie. But 
when either are done well there is no ques- 
tion of acquiring the taste - you just get 
sucked in. A while back Oscar Wilde said 




that it's the audience, and not life, that art 
really mirrors If that is the case, we were 
looking damn fine. 

Poet Wayde Compton, visiting from 
Vancouver, stepped up early on with a series 
of spoken-word I'oeias relating tales of 
early black life on the West Coast, "when a 
black man could get into any club in town, 
lust by going to the back door and saying 
he was with the band." I lis treatment of the 
mobility of culture resonated throughout 
the rest of the evening. Act after act stepped 
up to exemplify the diversit, and quality of 
human talent. 

Montreal dancer, choreographer, and 
singer Mary Ann Lacey presented two 
pieces. The first, with a surreal lient includ- 
ed herself and two dancers - one dancing 
from Berlin, and one performing in 
Santiago de Chile. A voice narrating over 
the music informed, in English, German, 
and Spanish, that all three were perfectly 
synchronized from across the globe - so- 
called virtual partners. Alyson Vishnovska 
danced with her in Marlene à Trois, a 
comic piece on love and lust, which 
showed that the lies! thing about lies is tak- 
ing them off. Lacey could make tying her 
shoes look exquisite. Singer and songwriter 
Annabelle Chvostek accompanied the piece 
on guitar, giving a taste of her mellow 
articulate playing which she later elaborat- 
ed in a short set. 

Spoken performance resumed with 
poet-perfonner Nali-ec-lah, and hip hop 
artists Manchilde and Motion, from 
Montreal and Toronto. Roger Bonair- 



Agard. recent 
SIAM winner, 
topped off the 
evening's feast 
of words with 
wit and judi- 
ciousness, ener- 
getically pro- 
nouncing, "As 
long xs there is 
a sweat shop in 
Jakarta, there is 
no difference 
between Patrick 
Ewing and O.J. 

Simpson." 

D e b b i e 
Young's per- 
formance was 
unforgettable. 

Accompanied by Jason Felman on trum- 
pet, she slapped back and forth from drunk 
to sober, forlorn to flailing. She showered 
the stage with her drink, and then sudden- 
ly calm, her eyes focused imploringly. 

Half the time she was a young woman, 
calling after the memory of Billie Holiday, 
slow, tender, and crushed with loss. And 
then with no warning she was Billie: strung 
out, raving of past glories and defeats, her 
voice harsh from too much smoke and 
booze. There was no transition between the 
two, no faltering of emotion or voice, no 
pretending. It was so strong that you could 
only believe. 

The man taping the show in front of 
me ran out of tape halfway through her 





piece. It seemed too bad at the time. But on 
tape - or on paper - the whole night 
would have been a fraction of itself. To 
immerse yourself in the energy that flowed 
between the audience and the stage, to feel 
the pressure grow as the show went on, you 
had to lie there. That is live entertainment. 
When you're down deep, the energy stays 
inside you. It accumulates, until you come 
up for air. As I left, all I could think about 
is the dissolved gases in my blood. 

legba will not be hack until next 
year. Watch for the performers around 
town, there re always something going on. 







From Soufflé to Spanish Fly 

Award-winning Chem Prof now at your beck and call 



bv Darcy Scon 

£ ( -r s it safe for me to lick my balls?" 

I According to Dr. Joe Schwarcz 
J. director of the McGill Office for 
Chemistry and Society, it probably is. 

The above question is one of many that 
Dr Schwarcz, one of the professors of the 
Vi'orld of Chemistry courses, has answered. 

In September of 1999, the McGill Office 
for Chemistry and Society (OCS) was offi- 
cially ojrened with a small ceremony in the 
Otto Maass building. The office is designed 
to answer the scientific queries of students 
and members of the public. 

The goal throughout much of Dr. 
Schwartz's career has been to educate both 
students and the public on matters of 
chemistry that apply to everyday life. When 
the OCS was lauched, Dr. Schwarcz already 
hosted a weekly live broadcast radio 
phone-in show on CJAD. lie also writes a 
weekly column in The Gazette and a 
bimonthly science feature for the 
Washington Post, lie has a regular pro- 
gram on the Discovery Channel, and has 
recently published a lxx»k entitled Rat lur. 
I lulu I loft/ >s, mid Playful Pips. 

As for the question regarding balls, it 
turns out that the inquiry was related to the 



safety of licking golf balls. The gentleman 
was concerned about the |K5ticide and fun- 
gicide used at most golf courses. 

Dr. Schwarcz is rarely fazed by the 
bizarre nature of questions. When one 
woman had fears about the safety of kiss- 
ing dead bodies at an o|ren casket funeral, 
he assured her that while nothing is guar- 
anteed, most funeral homes do an excel- 
lent job of cleansing the bodies. 

Given the reactions of shudder and dis- 
gust that many chemistry students face 
when they mention their major it would 
seem that most |ieople think that chemistry, ' 
and dealing with chemicals, are fates worse 
than death. Dr Schwarcz would love to dispel 
the myths which add to this negative image. 

One of his recent concerns is the massive 
amount of infonnalion that we are bom- 
barded with through die media. Often this 
infonnalion has been twisted in some way or 
changed, allowing for incorrect inferences. 
In one instance, he was speaking on the 
radio about fowl dyes and mentioned die use 
of cochineal red. Cochineal red, he said, is a 
dye that is extracted from a small bug, about 
the size of a cockroach. This dye is often used 
in strawberry and cherry ice creams. A few 
days later a woman called to ask if it was true 
that there were cockroaches in chocolate ice 



cream. The connccdon is obvious, but the 
infonnalion was clearly misunderstood. 
Schwarcz aim is to be a crusader of knowl- 
edge in die sea of misinfonnadon. He treats 
every question widi respect, no matter how 
absurd it may sound. The strangest question 
he ever received was, “Where do you go to 
have an autopsy on a goldfish?" To the ques- 
tioner’s dismay, diere is no such place. 

Many of his stories and anecdotes have 
been collected in his recent book Radar, 
Hula lloo/is and Playful Pigs. The book is 
a compilation of 67 short essays about 




Dr. Schwarcz - Up in smoke 



interesting science and chemistry. The 
majority of the material comes from his 
Gazette column, so anyone who is a regu- 
lar reader will recognize many of them. 
The essays are quite enjoyable and it is easy 
to start recounting them as your own. 
There is certainly no other place where you 
can learn about the connection lietween 
Santa’s flying reindeer and the magic 
mushrooms that grow in Lapland, lie 
answers many of the questions about "old 
wives' tales" that science has explored, 
from the cold-fighting Irenefits of chicken 
soup to the validity of the fish as brain food 
claim. (Both, by the way, appear to have 
some scientific merit.) There are stories 
about the potentially poisonous nature of 
soufflé and the effectiveness of Spanish Fly 
love |wtion. 

His writing style is enjoyable, and all 
of the essays are short enough that they 
can Ire easily read during a quick study 
break. Ilis book is a Iretter source of cock- 
tail party fads than of anwers to exam 
questions, but is nonetheless enjoyable 
and entertaining. 

0|rening the OCS has brought Dr. 
Schwarcz to McGill on a full-time basis. 
When asked about the response to the 
office he said it had been overwhelming, 



both from students and from the general 
public. As if on cue, an elderly gentleman 
walked into the office and said that he had 
recently purchased a dishwasher and was 
wondering why his silverware was begin- 
ning to look tarnished. Dr. Schwarcz kind- 
ly explained that the oxidizing |»wer of 
dishwasher detergents is much greater 
than that of regular soap, thus the surface 
of the silverware had been oxidized, lie 
recommended that the gentleman refrain 
from placing his good silverware in the 
dishwasher, or he would have to polish 
them each time. The old man thanked 
him, tipired his hat and left. It appears that 
lie is doing a great service to students and 
the community. 

Whether or not McGill students have 
noticed him, Schwarcz hits become very 
well known, lie can no longer walk 
through an airport without being noticed. 
List year lie was the first non-American to 
win the American Chemical Society 
Grady-Stack award for Interpreting 
Chemistry for the Public. Ilis book is a 
Canadian best-seller, and lie is regularly 
in demand as a guest speaker. If you have 
a question, and it seems even vaguely sci- 
entific, there is a good chance Dr 
Schwarcz can help you out. 



Brain Candy for Montreal 

Kids In The Hall grace Théâtre St-Denis 




Vk Kids in 7/re Hall; Scott Vmifison, Bruce McCulloch, David l-'oley, Kerin McDonald, Mark McKinney 



hy John Oktvkd 

I hope the Kids In The Hall die. Yes, I 
hope they die tomorrow. That way, 
the several hundred comedy aficiona- 
dos who attended Sunday night's show 
can sit back and relax, knowing for all of 
eternity that we got to see something truly 
s|rectacular that could never Ire topped. 
Because they remain so stubbornly alive, 
I am currently debating jumping on a 
plane to New York, just in case that show 
is any Iretter, or even just as good 
How dare you judge me; like we all 
don't lust for elitism It was a beautiful 
thing I haven't used that word and 
meant it in a long time, but there is 
something about Scott Thompson 
dressed in a full length dress and blonde 
wig that I can only describe as beautiful. 
It is probably nostalgia, more likely 
hilarity, but something in the Theatre St. 
Denis struck a chord with me the other 
night and I am left without the capacity 
for cynical criticism, or even an inappro- 
priate conceit; it was simply beautiful. 

They have gained weight. And Dave 
Foley's hair looks silly. Yet these are 
just the miniature pieces of glass 
crushed up into your mashed potatoes; 
they could never ruin your 
Thanksgiving dinner. The Kids in The 
Hall are displaying talents so rare in 
Hollywood that Jim Belushi would saw 
off his left leg to attain them (now 
there's an idea for a movie). To step 
onto a live stage with a troupe you have 
not performed with for four years and to 
come off as copasthetic and hilarious as 
you were four years ago on television 



demonstrates skill that sitcom comedi- 
ans can only dream of. 

With the exception of Jerry Seinfeld, no 
comedian has made this transition so eas- 
ily or successfully. The Kids were as crisp 
and funny as they ever were on TV. No 
effects or retakes and they didn’t miss a 
treat, Scott Thompson and Kevin 
MacDonald even threw in some ad lib as 
icing on top of our giant birthday cu|icake 
of fun. These guys are geniuses and their 
irerfonnance was flawless. 



Maybe it was because they were in 
Montreal. The city is home to any come- 
dian worth his salt and with the exception 
of Toronto, this is probably as friendly 
and accommodating an audience as they 
are going to get in Canada. In my time, 
I've seen some great things come out of 
Toronto: The Maple Leafs, Maestro, me, 
but Hogown’s proudest achievement 
(next to our loose enforcement of prosti- 
tution) has to be The Kids In The Hall. 
They set a new standard in sketch come- 



dy. They proved that guys could be funny 
wearing women’s clothes, without that 
being the joke. They made crude jokes 
about homosexuality, race issues, 
Americans and Canadians. Taboo was 
nonexistent. They were on CBC. They 
were allowed to say fuck. Nothing was 
sacred, not gays, not the Queen of 
England, not even Hitler having a private 
moment with a donkey. They ripped on 
everybody and they did it really well. 

Then they made a movie. If you 



haven’t seen Brain Candy, it is worth the 
time you spend forging a signature and 
inventing an address on the registration 
forms at your local video store. It got 
panned, but you're not going to find 
good cancer humour in any Bob Saget 
or Charles Grodin movie, trust me, I've 
tried. So go with The Kids. My point is 
this: aside from the consistently funny 
Farrelv Brothers, Jerry Seinfeld and 
Homer Simpson, good comedy today is 
less than ubiquitous. It is rare and hard 
to find. The Kids In The Hall have pro- 
gressed from cutting edge and revolu- 
tionary, to consistently hilarious. 
They've jumped from bad boys in drag 
to patron saints in the church of bawdy 
humour. Now they are providing us with 
an opportunity to see how good comedy 
can really be. This is it folks This is as 
good as it gets. 

If you missed out, pray. If the powers 
that be sere what I've seen, we will all be 
seeing more of The Kids. If fate decides 
to give us a prostate exam (in a bizarre 
twist of fate, maybe Scott leaves the 
troupe to direct Barenaked Ladies videos 
and drive drunk with Jason Priestley), 
know this; The Kids In The Hall were, 
and are once again, one of the most 
original and funniest comedic artists the 
world Inis to offer. They performed live 
last night and proved themselves to any- 
one who ever had any doubts. 

Good comedy is hard to find. Friends is 
lame and Jim Carrey’s gone serious. The ^ 
richest gravy train in all of contenqiorary 
comedy rolled through town last weekend, 

I hope you caught a ride. 
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Urban Cuban - When Electronic Meets Traditional 



Integrating drum n’ bass beats 
with a traditional Cuban sound 



PHOTO ASIl REVIEW iiv Pierre-Auin Pakeo.no 



M iino Ncgra's soul is back will) 
the release of Urban Caban, 
an album by the group IMS, 
which is lead by former Mano Negra 
member Thomas Darnal. The new 
band's name comes from "Palchanka," 
the studio located in Paris's 18th 
arrondissement where La Mano Negra 
used to record. 

There are officially 10 members 
in PIS, but .51) musicians worked for 
two years on this album and the 
results are both light and soulful: 
Urban Caban offers very diversi- 
fied, high quality music. I mean 
diversified in that it's a mix of elec- 



tronic and drum-and-bass-style pat- 
terns adapted to Cuban rhythms, 
melodies, and instruments. Because 
of this, the album was “kind of a puz- 
zle to realize," said Darnal. The styles 
are quite opposite and furthermore 
PIS manages to include typical 
Cuban songs that are incredibly well 
arranged, plus English and French 
lyrics, Mano Negra style. 

The more you listen to this album, the 
more you'll love it. The album is a whole - 
it's like a story, developing from one song 
to another, with its highs and lows and 
accelarations and chill moments. All this 
ends with a lieautiful poem in French ded- 
icated to all those who decide to pack up 
and travel the world. 
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easts of fury Pita Pit Is, Um, the Pits 



You’d be better off at Subway, or at home 



It: Pita Pit 
3550 im Parc 

286-0377 urn deuveky ami takeoit 

$12.50 DINNER IORTWO 

iiv Hen Erritt 

A lliteration can Iv a wonderful rhetor- 
ical device. However, the sound of the 
words rolling off your longue and the 
actual meaning they convey aren't always 
going to work for you. which is the first 
problem with the Pita Pit. As appealing as 
the concept of eating in a pit can lie, it is 
apparent that this name wouldn't have 
been chosen if the restaurant served 
empanadas. 

Though the restaurant is actually 
sunken. I'd hesitate to call it a pit. Situated 



right next to Dunkin' Donuts and Subway 
with a connection to La Cité, the Pit seems 
perfectly situated to rake in the student 
bucks. However the formula they've got 
now probably won't do it for them. 

As we walked into the Pit, we were con- 
fronted by huge paintings of frightened 
cartoon meats and vegetables. These really 
aren't cute - 1 found the giant olive staring 
down at me while I ate kind of disconcert- 
ing. It gels even weirder in the back of the 
restaurant, where giant toilet paper rolls 
with faces leer at you from the walls. 

Coming in from the cold, 1 asked for 
the soup of the day. I was told that they had 
decided not to sell soup. So we chose to go 
directly for the main event. 

I ordered a turkey pita while my friend 
bad the club, both for $4.75. 1 considered 



mi 









Vie Pita Pit 



o the salad but the server advised me that it 
g was just iedterg lettuce from the toppings 
Ï bar. He didn't seem to think too highly of it, 
■T so 1 passed. 

S' Things looked promising as the cook 
took meats out of the fridge and slap|)ed 
them on the grill. But the meat in question 
was standard deli cold cuts. It seemed a bit 
strange to cook cold cuts, what with the 
name and all. 

We were also disapiwinted when our 
server reached for the pita. Instead of fresh 
baked. bread, lie pulled two pitas out of a 
plastic bag - the same brand available 
across the street at Metro. The toppings 
were adequate, ranging from shredded ice- 
berg lettuce to cucumbers to olives, with 
hummus and tzatziki thrown in as well. 
I The server wasn't wearing plastic gloves, 



something I didn't take note of until he 
reached into my pita to stuff the toppings 
down. 

We took our food to one of the five little 
tables in the small restaurant That's when 
it became apparent that this idea was not 
designed for Montreal: the lack of a double 
door sent a gust of frigid air through the 
resto every time someone ctune in or out. 
We ended up eating with our coats on. 

The food was decent but not very 
surprising There was nothing about it 
that couldn't have been replicated at 
home. At least with Subway you get 
fresh baked bread and a warm restau- 
rant. Being a new restaurant, the Pita 
Pit may yet shape up. Until it does 
you're best off making pita sandwiches 
at home. 
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Hoffmann a Hit 



nv David Poiworski 

I t's not every day that a McGill produc- 
tion sells out at the box office, and 
rarer still that one can expect Quebec 
premier Lucien Bouchard to attend, yet 
such was the case last weekend. Les 
Contes tie Hoffmann, the latest produc- 
tion from the McGill ()|K*ra Workshop, 
achieved these rare feats in addition to 
generating much critical acclaim in vvliat 
can only lie described as a rare success for 
the McGill community. 

The music of D-s Contes tie Hoffmann 
was a creation of the French composer 
Jacques Offenbach, and based on several of 



the short stories of E.T.A. Hoffmann. 
Hoffmann is probably best remembered for 
creating that most saccharine and indefa- 
tiguable of Christmas favorites, The 
Nutcracker, yet this opera highlights a 
somewhat darker side of the eccentric story- 
teller. The Sandman, Councilor Crespel, 
and 'the Lost Reflection in the Mirror are 
all tales of the fantastic, yet every one of 
them ends in tragedy. 

Aaron Estes starred as the hapless 
Hoffmann (in an alternating cast), 
employed by the librettists as the protago- 
nist in his own stories. A skilled actor and 
a talented singer, Estes's |)erforniance was 
a solid one, yet was somewhat overshad- 



owed by his supiiorting cast. Cassandra 
Prévost delighted the audience with sever- 
al virluosie solos as Olympia, the mechan- 
ical doll with whom the writer falls in love. 
Another act which found much favour 
with opera goers was the comic relief pro- 
vided by Jake Feldman in several rol^. 
Feldman seems to have a natural inclina- 
tion towards comedy — the unintentional 
hilarity he created by throwing his cane 
into the orchestra pit was a gaffe which 
had the audience in stitches. 

No story -or o|iera- is complete without 
a villain, of course, and there were several 
commanding perfonnances to lie found 
over the course of the evening. The main 



advantage of three plotlines is that one can 
provide a multitude of antagonists, and 
McGill's music faculty is fortunate enough 
to have a reservoir of talent as far as evil- 
sounding baritones are concerned. 

Two singers in particular who distin- 
guished themselves were Jonathan Carle 
and Stefan Fehr. Felir gave a sujierb per- 
formance as Coppelius, the eccentric 
optometrist while Carle was wonderful 
as the malicious Doctor Miracle, 
(although the role seemed curiously 
inspired by the character Cypher from 
The Matrix.) 

The McGill Music Faculty lias consis- 
tently produced first-rate opera for many 



years, and last week’s run was no excep- 
tion. Besides the soloists, there was also 
an orchestra of gifted musicians, who 
played capably under the skilled baton 
of Tania Miller. The set design and cos- 
tumes were similarly professional, but 
what made this opera truly enjoyable 
was the acting. Without superstar tenors 
and prima donnas dominating the stage, 
the singers had to rely on such funda- 
mentals as stage presence and the deliv- 
ery of lines. The result was great theatre 
which gave the audience a drama to fol- 
low as well as a concert, and Les Contes 
de Hoffmann managed to marry story 
and song perfectly. 




daily 
classifieds 

lAds may be placed through the Daily Business 
I Office. Room B-07. University Centre. 9h00- 
|14hOO. Deadline is 14h00. two working days 
Iprior to publication. McGill Students & Staff 
I (with valid ID): S4.75 per day. 3 or more consec- 
lutive days. S4.25 per day. General Public: 
I S6.00 per day. or S5.00 per day for 3 or more 
■ consecutive days. Extra charges may apply, 
(prices Include applicable GST or PST. Full pay- 
Imenl should accompany your advertising order 
land may be made in cash or by personal cheque 
I (for amounts over S20 only). For more informa- 
Ition. please visit our office or call 398-6790. WE 
ICANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
Iphone, please check your ad carefully 

[WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE PAPER. The Daily 
I assumes no financial responsibility for errors, or 
I damages due to errors. Ad will re-appear free of 
[charge upon request if information is incorrect 
Idue to our error. The Dally reserves the right not 
I to print any classified ad. 



HELP WANTE 



Get Paid What You’re Worth! Would you 
rather work at home, draw a great INCOME 
and offer products you believe in? Now you 
can. Discover what thousands of people know 
Is true. Excel Canada offers you the opportuni- 
ty to become your own boss, and live the 
LIFESTYLE of your choice. Call Perry 
Narducci for more info. 820-791 1 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 



Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Term papers, resumes, 

applications, transcription of tapes. Editing of 
grammar. 31 years experience. 
$1.25/D.S.P.(same day SI. 50) 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 288-9638. 



HMliKmVJiMff 



wants you for the summer 

wanted 






Master School of 
Bartending 

Bartending and table service courses. 
Student rebate, placement program. 849- 
2828, www.Bartendmg.com 



Seeking French speaking Dancers for 
European Internet service. Serious callers 
only. Various shifts available. 514-591-9558. 



Microbrewery requires part-time person 
to man sample booth in local grocery stores. 
Call 2760744 Peter. 

Part-tine bus-boy needed at Biddle’s Jazz. Call 
Lydia 842-8656. 



Managing Editor/Contnbuting Writers 
and Editors For National Fashion and 
Lifestyle Magazines. Send c.v. toll free to 
Vertex 1-877-435-7801. Or- email: 
vertexQIaurentides net 



Metropolitan News 866-9227 1109 
Cypress St. Newspapers & magazines load- 
ed with ads for jobs, business, apts, con- 
dos, etc. Needs someone to help at their 
leisure hours. Also student with computer at 
his convenience, Mac literate. 

Computer Literate bright patient student 
need to help techno-phobic Prof master ner 
computer. Rate negotiable/time flexible. Lv 
message 4866883. 



Part-Time Reserch Assistant Respiratory 
Epidemiology Department seeks McGill stu- 
dent with computer knowledge. C V to Fax 398- 
8981 Info 3986977 Julia. 






Word-Processing, Word-Perfect 5.1, Laser 
printer. Fast professional sercice. Resonable 
rates. McGill Ghetto. Brigitte 282-0301. 



NEED TIME TO RELAX? 

For some spare time while studying, call 
KATHLEEN'S BUSINESS SERVICES for term 
papers, resumes, reports, etc <&• 514-487- 
1750 






COUNSELLORS 

INSTRUCTORS 

RN'S 






Live and work in the 
wilderness beauty 
of Algonquin Park, 
at a summer camp 
rich with tradition. 



LESSONS/COURSES 




wwiv. camparoivhon. com 



Tel 416.975.9060 
Fax 416.975.0130 



Come and Practice your French with franco- 
phones - Bilingual Club 1/2+ 1/2 (450) 465- 
9128 



Beginners and Intermediate French 

courses. Only $90.00 fo rlO weeks. 
Beginners - Tuesday nights, Intermediate - 
Thursday 19h00-21h00. In the neighbor- 
hood at the Centre Multi-Ethnique, 355 St 
Urbain. Hurry, classes start next week. Call 
872-0566 for more info. 



Spacious renovated 2 1/2 lor rent in NDG 
cottage, close to bus 24, 105, 63 and 
Vendôme station, furnished, lighted and heat- 
ed with garden space, independent entry. Now 
vacant. 360$/m. 4896491/fax 489-5019 or 
k33560®er.uquam.ca 



386 Computer, B/W monitor, keyboard, 
printer, contact: Julian 284-0431. $50 
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1 Ouar tiens 

Cf thème voire inspire? Participez au concoure de création littéraire du Délit lrpnfais. Il suffit de 
• • : ' 
aoumrttre un poeme ou une nouvelle littéraire d'une longueur maximale de 1000 mob. De nombreux 



prix sont à gagner dont 



400$ 



en argent, en plus de la publication de votre texte dans les pages 
du journal. 
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-îthem money, power, or respect, 
f Looking back at their erroneous 



'• If' ways, the lux have attempted to right 
tllcir by severing lies with Bad 



it's all your fault." Thai's what happens 
when you sell your soul. 

-Joe Lacuna 
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their wrongs by sewering lies with liad 
Boy Entertainment and Puff. 
^ Destination? The current most popular 
vn ciutip, llic Ruff Ryder label. Their new 
P album, lt é /In* Vie Streets, is an obvious 



V\ attempt io replace the “if you think 

"■u v . 1*8®’" ' ma 8 e with the “if you think 

* r 7 '-jji .jZ '-SMf jiggy I'm gonna bust yo ass" one. 

.«J-.v ^*7 The results are mixed al I 

’1 ^ no; Ahhoueh Jadakiss's charisma sh 

— • ’. 1 - • ; t ium u um ,. I, „„,i ci.^.i 1 — 



We Are The Streets 

Lox 

(Universal) 

Pop quiz, hip-hop heads: Name all the 
rap group; that have sustained a decent 
career after a major change in image. Well, 
it's a tnck question - such group; don't 
exist. Success and artistic diversity are rarely 
used in the same sentence in hip hop, in fact 
most often they are a paradox (Kool Keith 
can tell you all about that). What's much 
more common to encounter is the “appeal- 
to-suburban-youth-and-we'H-ink-you-a- 
nicc-advance” factor, a.k.a. the sell-out. 

The pathology of the I .ox's demise is 
clear and predictable. Strike number one: 
The Ixix affiliate themselves with Puff 
Daddy - bad move. Puff may know how to 
sell records but lie also knows how to pimp 
artists. Strike number two: Biggie dies. 
With the headliner gone, the Lox. find 
themselves swimming in an ocean of 
mediocrity, and drowning. Strike number 
three: 1998's Money, Power & Respect- 
ive lux’s first album, which didn’t get 



rri The results arc mixed at best. 
^Although Jadakiss's charisma shines 
^through, Styles and Slieek sounds gener- 
ic. If these guys are trying to move on, why 
arc they using the same rhyme schemes 
that they've been using ever since “The 
Benjamins?" Sorry, Lox, but the style is old 
and tried. 

The beats on It'e /lit 1 the Streets arc 
decent, though not extraordinary. That is, of 
course, with the exception of the Premier 
track (who once again proves that it is 
impossible to go wrong when Primo laces 
the beat). The rest of the album is primarily 
produced by Swizz Bealz, the 20-year-old 
phenomenon who senes up the majority of 
Ruff Ryder anthems. 

I once heard the Lox call themselves 
the underground kings (referring to their 
lengthy mixtape career before signing on 
to Bad Boy). However, with their new-found 
emancipation, the only thing they share 
with the underground is their beef with 
Puffy. Their recent independence also gives 
them no one to blame for their lack of suc- 
cess. 

I guess Casual was referring to the Lox 
when he said, “Red light, slow that shit 
down, bring it to a halL.you'rc wack and 




Snoop Dogg Presents 
Tha Eastsidaz 
(Universal) 

For those of you who were worried 
abut Snoop Doggy Dogg's status as a play- 
er in the hiphop game, have no fear, Snoop 
is still here. Not only is Snoop a rapper, 
songwriter, and actor, but he has also 
added “record executive" to his repertoire. 
With the new title and responsibility, Snoop 
also has a new name: Big Snoop Dogg. 
Snoop Dop}> Presents 1 ha Eastsidaz rep- 
resents the first release from his brand new 
record label, Dogghouse Records. 

Tha Eastsidaz consists of relative 
unknowns Goldie Loc and Tray Deee and 
of course, Big Snoop Dogg, whose name 
and face are featured prominently on the 
album cover. It also features guest rappers 
Dr. Dre, Nate Dogg, Battlecat, Butch 
Cassidy, and Xzibit. Along with executive 



producing and rapping on the album, this 
is Snoop's “first foray as mentor," accord- 
ing to Via Eastsidaz bio. As one can 
plainly hear, Snoop's influence is 
all over this album, in fact Via 
Eastsidaz sounds like a Snoop 
album. Snoop not only brings his 
laid back, flowing style to Via 
Eastsidaz, but he also brings the 
Long Beach sound dial made him 
and Dr. Dre famous. The album is 
a mixture of conteni|)orary 
(Snoop's attempt at the Swiss Beats 
style popularized by DMX, “Got 
Beef") and old school ("Take it 
Back To '85"), all willi the Snoop 
flavour. 

Snoop says, "Once you listen to 
the songs we got, I mean there's some real- 
ly deep songs here.” But the lyrics are pret- 
ty standard Snoop fare: smoking weed, 
bitches, representing Long Beach and the 
East side, gangsters, etc. Yawn. 

As a first release from Dogghouse 
Records, this is just what one might 
expect. Snoop is showing that he still 
knows where he came from, lie could 
always craft good party songs, and the case 
is no different on Via Eastsidaz. The only 
problem is that the hiphop game has 
changed, and Snoop’s style is getting a lit- 
tle boring. 

What Snoop needs to do to Ik a serious 
record exec is find some rappers with actu- 
al talent, not just let his friends get behind 
the mic. If Snoop can find some real 
groundbrcakers then lie truly deserves to 
be called “Big" Snoop Dogg. Until then 
lie's still a puppy in the record business. 

-Josh Kirslienblat 




The project lasts 2'h months. 

The experience lasts a lifetime! 

join an international team and 
travel to remote regions in 

Aged 18-25? Co “ a Rkl or 

Work with local people on 
powerful community projects: 

Adventurous? ^ Rainforest Studies 

❖ School Construction 
4 Health Education 

Motivated? ♦ Aqueduct. 4 Welli 

Learn valuable new career skills 
in leadership, tram-woik, 
communication and another 
language. 

Coll NOW fot information! 

telephone 4I6.504.3J70 
f ) •* * i website www.ycl.org 
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The Daily’s Black History 
month issue comes out in 
exactly one week. 
Come down to Shatner 
B-03 to help out. 



est. 1968 



University Students & Teachers 

in 

Education Phys.Ed Social Worii 
Psychology Recreation Medicine 
Business Admin. 

V 

Counsellorc & Qualified Instructors 

Swimming Sailing Watersldmg Kayak 
Canoeing Baseball Basketball Soccer 
Tennfc Merblading Rockclimbing 
Volleyball Drama Âhs & Crafts 
Music. Food Service Secretaries 



www.miiromac.com 

(514)485-1135 
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bv Sam Ijong 

F our women, wearing masks, telling 
their stories thorugh therapy sessions 
- Mask One! is a whimsical and 
altogether incredible piece of comic theatre 
that should not lie missed. 

Brilliant monologues and character 
development tie together the various 
themes in this play. The premise: four 
individuals, all seeking to find and define 
themselves in the world, hide liehind both 
actual and metaphorical masks. There's 
Emily Blackery (played by Anana 
Rydvald), the demented clown-wannabe 
with serious intellectual delusions, the 
angst and rage-ridden Ani DiFranco-ish 
Cris (played by Holly O'Brien), the timid 
and ignored Jane Stanley (Amy Sobol), 

. .that's Stanley, S-T-A-N-1.-E-Y", and the 
pampered, spoiled and lonely wife of an 
out-of-town executive, Priscilla (Kori 
Culotta). 

All of these women present their inner- 
most thoughts and fadings individually, 
never interacting but instead relying on 
psychiatrist sessions, a tape recorder, a 
diary and mirror talks to vent their frustra- 
tions. With child-like emotional outbursts 
and honesty, the players explore the battle- 
fields of life, navigating through trials and 
tribulations, each reaching a satisfyingly 
happy ending. 



Hilarity and Wit Defined 

Mask Onl’s flawless comedy, Mask One!, is achingly funny and smart. 

Though all four actors are exception- and mime-inspired antic. She plays the ing as she admonishes her psychiatrist to 
ally talented and endearing, the standout off-kilter, unconventional Emily "be quiet— sheesh!”, scares children 
is the glowing Anana Rydvald. Her lanky Blackery, a Russian-accented clown who away with her frantic balloon animal 
and acrobatically tuned figure coupled dreams of changing the world through creations and gets kicked off her sidewalk 
with an amazing array of convincing deep poetic street performances, station for disturbing café goers, 
regional accents kept my eyes glued to Enhanced by blaring Depeche Mode Rydvald, known as Banana the Clown in 
the stage, transfixed with every gesture music, Rydvald keeps the laughter flow- professional circles, said that her mother, 







Ik • Mask On! theatre company 



an "eccentric" artist living in Hawaii, is 
her inspiration. Rydvald also added that 
her childhood antics of mimicking her 
mother's Russian accent developed her 
talent for impersonation. 

The theater company itself, Mask 
On!, was develo|ied by the four women, 
who all graduated from the John Abbott 
College’s professional theater program. 
According to Rydvald, the women "didn't 
like each other" while in school, yet are 
now extremely close as their all-female 
company has taken shape. They also 
wrote, directed and starred in their |ier- 
fomiance of Mask One!. The company 
has also put on a play called Tripping 
Through Oz, but that time, there were 
boys in the cast too. 

Mask One! is a light comedy in a 
refreshing style, making it a great piece of 
delicious theater. It already has had success 
with audiences, taking the 1999 Montreal 
Fringe Festival by storm hist year. Head to 
infinitheater (a unique venue, itself some- 
thing to check out) and prepare to laugh. 

Mask One! trill be performed 
Thursday, Friday and Salttnlay at 7 
p. m. in the infmillmilre. Tickets are S 10 
and may be purckised al the box office 
al Blizzarls Bar, 3956-1 St. Luirent. 
Call 987-177'! for information. 







